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6

Abstract7

Chinese international students account for a significant portion of the US higher education8

system. This impact is amplified by the fact that many of these students are paying higher9

out of state tuition costs that many universities rely on to meet their pecuniary needs. This10

past year has undergone significant changes in the area of China-US relations which could11

jeopardize the prior model used by US universities. This article examines four of the key12

political issues affecting the China-US relationship and measures the extent Chinese students13

are influenced by these factors when deciding to pursue education in the US. The four factors14

analyzed are the US Covid-19 situation, the China-US trade war, the social upheaval15

associated with the Black Lives Matter movement, and the most recent political tensions16

between the US and China. This study also compares results to research extrapolated from17

the same population a year earlier to assess any change over time. Key findings indicate that18

only about half as many students are willing to consider studying in the US and that Covid-1919

seems to be the most influential factor in most student?s reasoning.20

21

Index terms—22

1 Introduction23

hinese international students account for a significant portion of the US higher education system. This impact24
is amplified by the fact that many of these students are paying higher out of state tuition costs that many25
universities rely on to meet their pecuniary needs.26

This past year has undergone significant changes in the area of China-US relations which could jeopardize the27
prior model used by US universities. This article examines four of the key political issues affecting the China-US28
relationship and measures the extent Chinese students are influenced by these factors when deciding to pursue29
education in the US. The four factors analyzed are the US Covid-19 situation, the China-US trade war, the30
social upheaval associated with the Black Lives Matter movement, and the most recent political tensions between31
the US and China. This study also compares results to research extrapolated from the same population a year32
earlier to assess any change over time. Key findings indicate that only about half as many students are willing to33
consider studying in the US and that Covid-19 seems to be the most influential factor in most student’s reasoning.34

2 II.35

3 Literature Review36

During the Trump administration, the relationship between the US and China has undergone considerable37
changes.38

Beginning in 2018 with a retaliatory series of increasing tariffs, the two countries engaged in what has been39
popularly described as the US-China trade war (Avadaliani, 2019; Delaney, 2018; Kuo, 2018; Lukin, 2019; Sachs,40
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5 RESULTS: SURVEY

2019; Wong and Koty, 2020). Over the course of multiple years and continuing to the present day, both sides41
implemented numerous measures to alter the economic situation between the two countries (De Graaff and42
Apeldoorn, 2018; Herrero and Iwahara, 2019; Liu, 2018;Liu, 2019;Morrison, 2018; ??BS News, 2019;Tang, 2019).43

As the trade war continued to escalate, China’s Hubei province became the epicenter for the worldwide Covid-44
19 pandemic (Chakraborty and Maity, 2020; ??orbalenya et al., 2020;Huang et al., 2020;Wang, Horby, Hayden,45
and Gao, 2020; ??HO, 2020). This pandemic ultimately led to the systematic closure of nearly every nation in46
the world and unprecedented strain on the world’s economy ??Ahmad, et al47

4 Methods48

This case study is designed to provide guidance into the Chinese university student perspective on studying in49
America, specifically as it applies to the four, previously-mentioned political factors: trade war, Covid 19, BLM50
movement and political tensions. The research was conducted in two parts: a survey and interviews.51

624 students participated in the survey. The survey was administered through the Chinese social media app,52
WeChat. The students who took the survey were predominantly from Henan province in central China. The53
survey was shared across multiple age groups, majors and universities, though the bulk of participants are from54
Sias University in the city of Xinzheng. The survey was administered in Mandarin and results were translated55
to English.56

The survey consisted of three questions. The first question stated ”Are you planning to study abroad to57
attend gradate school?” If a student responded in the negative, then they were politely withdrawn from the58
survey. Students that answered in the affirmative were progressed to question two, which used a 5-point Likert59
scale to query, ”On a scale from 1 (little influence) to five (large influence), how important is the foreign country’s60
current Covid-19 situation in making your decision?”61

The final question inquired, ”If you are considering a university in America, please rank the following factors62
based on their importance in your decision-making process for graduate school. ?? The interviews were also63
conducted via the We Chat app. In total, 50 students were interviewed. Interviews were conducted with a video64
call, a voice call or in the form of written dialogue, in a combination of English and Mandarin, to accommodate65
the interviewee’s preference. Participants were self-selected on a voluntary basis. The interviews began as an66
opportunity to elaborate on any of the scores or rankings mentioned in the survey. Follow up questions were67
then asked for clarification purposes and to elucidate additional perspectives. As common themes emerged, some68
students were asked to evaluate ideas expressed by previous participants and state to their opinion regarding to69
what extent those views were indicative of an average Chinese student.70

IV.71

5 Results: Survey72

Of the 624 students that participated in the survey, 161(25.8%) stated they intended to study abroad for graduate73
school.74

Students were then asked ”On a scale from 1 (little influence) to 5 (large influence), how important is the75
foreign country’s current Covid-19 situation in making your decision?” Students responded as follows: 56 students76
(36.6%) chose 5, 46 students (28.6%) chose 4, 34students chose 3 (21.1%), 9 students (5.6%) chose 2 and 1377
students (8.1%) chose 1.78

The next question asked students to rank the four political factors (trade war, covid-19, racial issues and79
political issues). The rankings were as follows. For economic trade war, 32 (20.6%) participants ranked it as the80
most influential factor, 33 (21.3%) ranked it as the second most influential factor, 33 (21.3%) ranked it as the81
third most influential factor and 57 (36.8%) ranked it as the least influential factor.82

For Covid-19, 91 (57.6%) participants ranked it as the most influential factor, 41 (25.9%) ranked it as the83
second most influential factor, 15 (9.5%) ranked it as the third most influential factor; 11 (7%) ranked it as the84
least important factor.85

For racial issues like Black Lives Matter protests, 6 (4.0%) participants ranked it as the most impor-86
tant/influential factor; 31 (20.7%) ranked it as the second most influential factor; 55 (37.7%) ranked it as the87
third most influential factor; 57 (37.7%) ranked it as the least important factor.88

For political issues such as the closing of embassies, 30 (19.7%) participants ranked it as the most89
important/influential factor; 51 (33.6%) ranked it as the second most influential factor; 49 (32.2%) ranked it90
as the third most influential factor; 22 (14.5%) students ranked it as the least important factor.91

The results were adjusted to show the relative weight of each factor. If a student ranked a factor as first, the92
factor was given a score of four. If a student ranked a factor as second, it was given a score of 3. If a student93
ranked a factor as third, it was given a score of 2. If a student ranked a factor as 4, it was given a score of 1.94
The total scores were added together to arrive at a final sum depicting the student’s relative weighting for each95
factor. The final sums were as follows: trade war (350), covid-19 (528), racial issues (288) and political issues96
(393).97

The sums were converted into a score based on the total number of one for simplification of comparison. To98
arrive atthis one-dimensional variable, the total number of respondents for each question was multiplied by four99
then divided by the sums mentioned in the above paragraph to arrive at X. Finally, the results were divided by100
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1/Xto arrive at the final decimal value. The results were as follows: trade war (.56), covid-19 (.84), racial issues101
(.48) and political issues (.65).102

V.103

6 Results: Interview104

Since the survey already provides the quantitative data for the students, the interview was designed to provide105
supplemental information to elucidate some of the underlying motivations for the students’ selections.106

In order to limit redundancy, quotes are incorporated directly into the discussion section. The opinions were107
varied, but several common themes emerged and students provided insights into underlying reasons for the108
mindset of Chinese students regarding the four factors.109

7 VI.110

8 Discussion111

9 Question 1: Are you planning to study abroad to attend112

graduate school?113

The first question revealed that only 25.8% of the students were considering going to a graduate school in a114
foreign country. Three quarters had no intention of attending graduate school abroad. In June 2019, the authors115
asked an identical question to a very similar population in the same province of China. At that time, only thirteen116
months earlier, 45% expressed interest in going to graduate school abroad. This represents a 42.6% reduction in117
desire to study abroad in only on year’s time (Swanson, 2020).118

There are myriad potential reasons for this dramatic decline. According to interviews with the students, the119
primary motivation for many students is to pursue the course of action which they believe to be safest. Since120
the first survey was conducted, Chinese student perception of safety abroad has shifted considerably. First, the121
majority of Chinese students interviewed expressed a sincerely held belief that China, as compared to other122
countries, was uniquely the safest from dangers associated with Covid-19.123

Additionally, as pertains to the political unrest associated with the BLM protests, multiple respondents124
expressed their opinion that there was no racism in China, and thus violent protests such as those associated125
with the US’ BLM movement would never occur. ”Chinese are harmonious people and we respect the police,”126
”the [authorities] would always treat us fairly,” and ”China doesn’t have black people so this isn’t an issue” are127
some specific viewpoints of interviewees pertaining to why such protests would not be a risk in China, but could128
be if they went abroad.129

One student expressed a fear that political tensions such as embassy closures could have a direct impact on130
her ability to complete her education, or even more serious, return home to her family. No student directly linked131
the trade war to their personal safety. Thus indirectly, three of the four factors were occassionally characterized132
as safety issues.133

An additional factor that seems to have influenced the Chinese student perception of safety is the decrease in134
access to information beyond China’s ”Great Firewall” (Zhong Z., Wang T., Huang M., 2017). As a result of135
the Covid-19 lockdown, students had even less exposure to outside news or information. Students consistently136
expressed receiving almost daily ”news pop-ups” on their social media applications regarding the success of the137
Chinese Communist Party in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic. Additionally, Chinese state media had a138
strong emphasis on the globally uncontrolled situation in Covid-19 management and students explained that this139
directly contributed to an increased fear for safety outside of China’s borders.140

10 Question 2: On a scale from 1 (little influence) to 5 (large141

influence) how important is the foreign country’s current142

Covid-19 situation in making your decision?143

The plurality of students (36.6%) selected the highest option and 28.6% selected the second highest option.144
Consequently, almost two thirds (65.2%) of respondents deemed the Covid-19 to have a strong influence.145
Approximately one fifth (21.1%) expressed it had a medium influence and only 13.7% deemed the influence146
to be among the bottom two options.147

While opinions about the severity of Covid-19 throughout the US and many other countries vary considerably148
across different segments of the population, all students in the interviews conveyed a similar perspective (Lopez,149
Rainie, & Budiman, 2020). As one student explained, ”Covid-19 is extremely dangerous and all precautions150
should be taken to protect oneself and one’s family.” Multiple students expressed potentially changing their151
future plans for graduate school abroad as a direct result of the fact that ”China is very safe from Covid-19,152
but other countries (US) did not manage it well and are not very safe.” Seven students expressed their ”parents153
wouldn’t want [them] to go to the US in case [they] become sick.”154

Of note, although 8.3% of students chose 1, that Covid-19 has minimal influence on their decision making,155
interviewers were unable to find a respondent to express this sentiment during the interviews.156
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13 CONCLUSION

11 Question 3: ”If you are considering a university in America,157

please rank the following factors based on their importance158

in your decision-making process for graduate school. (1 is159

most important, 4 is least important) A. Economic trade160

war, B. Covid -19 situation, C. Racial issues like Black161

Lives Matter protests, D. Political issues such as closing162

embassies.”163

Covid-19 was the highest ranked factor (.84) by a significant margin. The second highest factor was political164
(.65) followed by the trade war (.56) and BLM protests (.48). As discussed previously, a significant portion of165
students believed that safety concerns are paramount and that Covid-19 was the most directly related to safety.166

The division across the four scale rankings for the trade war factor was very even at approximately 21% choosing167
each of the first three levels of influence and 37% choosing least influential. To the extent any conclusions can168
be drawn, those that are less influenced by the trade war are the most prevalent, while students are very divided169
to the extent it does have influence.170

BLM had the opposite ranking, with only 4% considering it the most influential, 20.7% considering it second171
most influential, but the three quarters of respondents choosing the two least influential options (37.7% and172
37.7%). In the unprompted portion of the interviews, only a handful of students volunteered any opinions173
regarding BLM, instead prioritizing their time to discussing the other factors. Well over half of respondents174
(57.6%) believed Covid-19 to be the most significant, with 25.9% ranking it second. Nearly every respondent175
referenced this factor in the unprompted portion of their interview.176

Regarding the political factor, the bulk of students believed it to be neither the greatest (19.7%) nor least177
(14.5%) influential, but somewhere in the middle (33.6%, 32.2%). From the interview, respondent ”H” specified178
that the trade war was less important because unlike other factors that affect safety, the trade war was simply179
about money. ”H” commented that it ”is not hard to adjust spending habits, but if there is danger, it’s harder180
to control.”181

As addressed above, health and safety seemed to be the most important issue for at least 32 of the students182
interviewed.183

Respondent ”M” mentioned, ”My father has always told me that the body should come first, and the study184
should come second.” Similarly, Respondent ”F” expressed the idea that ”the coronavirus is a priority right now,185
and if it’s not addressed at the root, no other option will exist.” He adamantly believed that this issue should186
take precedence over any other foci so the world could return to normal. ”F” suggested that the other issues187
like BLM protesting could be directly linked to the Covid-19 lockdown because people are ”more stressed” and188
pugnacious. Additionally, the US’ continued reference to China’s fault in the Covid-19 origins might exacerbate189
the trade war and political escalations. F believed that once Covid-19 was quashed, all factors could become less190
salient, but wasn’t confident Chinese students could return to their former viewpoints easily.191

Respondent ”A” suggested these factors could potentially be affected by their immediate relevance to students.192
For example, at the time of these interviews, Covid-19 seems to be the greatest threat to the world. While vaccines193
are allegedly on the horizon, no countries feel as if they currently have the Covid-19 crisis completely defeated194
??Pagliusi, et al., 2020). On the opposite end of the spectrum, according to ”A,” Chinese students are unlikely195
to have ever met a black person and don’t see any direct connection between themselves and BLM issues, beyond196
potentially being collateral damage in a riot.197

Three students feared there would be racism against Chinese people, which would ultimately contribute to198
diminished safety and an inferior quality of life.199

Two referenced hearing news about racism targeting Asians in the US. One believed that police would200
deliberately target Asians for racism.201

Respondent ”S” remarked, ”the Sino-US trade war and the closure of embassies are political issues, but the202
former is more macro, it is difficult for foreign students to feel the personal impact of the trade war, but the203
closure of embassies will affect all Chinese in the United States, people may be forced to return home because204
they cannot get visas, so for the Chinese in the United States or the Chinese who are about to go to the United205
States, the embassy issue is more important.” This sentiment was echoed by Respondent ”Z,” who believed that206
each side was trying to portray strength and that individual citizens could be sacrificed for the sake of bigger207
political posturing between the two countries.208

12 VII.209

13 Conclusion210

This case study can provide some insights into the potential perspectives of Chinese students at the present time.211
If this population is indicative of Chinese students as a whole, then there appears to be a significant reduction212
in willingness to study in the US compared to the previous year. With numerous US universities dependent on213
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Chinese international students paying out of state tuition rates to meet their fiscal needs, a decline in demand214
can have a devasting effect on the US educational system. While many of the issues related to reduced interest215
is beyond an individual university’s control and attributable to large scale political issues, US universities could216
take small efforts to mitigate some of the damage and improve the perception of their university to prospective217
Chinese applicants.218

Based on the data, it appears safety is the students’ primary concern, so a robust Covid-19 precaution plan219
could have a positive influence on student outlooks. Additionally, ensuring that Chinese students feel sheltered220
from racial discrimination or sudden changes to the US-China relationship that could jeopardize their ability to221
finish their degree, could potentially diminish some of the perceived disincentives for pursuing education in the222
US. The Covid-19 situation and current political climate are still very much in flux and considerable changes223
could occur in the upcoming months. It will be important for American higher education institutes to continue224
tracking this situation as it continues to evolve.

Figure 1:
225

5



13 CONCLUSION

6



[ April ] , April .226

[Gorbalenya et al.] , A E Gorbalenya , S C Baker , R S Baric , R J Groot , C Drosten , A A Gulyaeva .227

[Pagliusi et al.] , Sonia Pagliusi , Jarrett , Stephen , Hayman , Benoit , Kreysa , Prasad Ulrike , D Sai , Martin228
, Reers .229

[Morrison (2018)] , W M Morrison . 2018. July 30. China-U.S. Trade Issues: Congressional Research Services.230

[Wong et al. (2020)] , E Wong , L Jakes , S Myers . 2020. July 22.231

[2019 China Study Abroad White Paper ()] 2019 China Study Abroad White Paper, http://goabroad.xdf.232
cn/201905/10909318.html 2019.233

[Liu and Fang ()] ‘A Study on the Motivation of New Generation of College Students Studying Abroad’. Hongxia234
Liu , Jiaxu Fang . China Youth Study 2011. 7 p. .235

[Chen ()] ‘An Empirical Investigation on Chinese High School Students’ Choice of Pursuing Undergraduate236
Education Abroad’. Jiankun Chen . Journal of International Education and Leadership 2014. 4 (2) .237

[Chao ()] ‘An Examination on the Chinese Students’ Rationales to Receive Their Higher Education in the U.S’.238
Chiang-Nan Chao . 10.5430/wje.v7n3p41. https://doi.org/10.5430/wje.v7n3p41 World Journal of239
Education 2017. 7 (3) p. .240

[Weiss and Saunders (2020)] Analysis | Four things to know about the U.S. decision to close the Chinese consulate241
in Houston, J C Weiss , E N Saunders . https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/07/23/242
four-things-know-about-us-decision-close-chinese-consulate-houston/ 2020. July 23.243
September 21, 2020.244

[Griffiths (2020)] As US and China force consulates to close, the risk of missteps and245
spiraling tensions rises, J Griffiths . https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/24/asia/246
us-china-consulate-diplomacy-intl-hnk/index.html 2020. July 24. September 21, 2020.247

[Winsor (2016)] Black Lives Matter Protests Go Global, From Ireland to248
South Africa, M Winsor . https://abcnews.go.com/International/249
black-lives-matter-protests-global-ireland-south-africa/story?id=40546549 2016.250
July 13. September 21, 2020.251

[Harris (2020)] Black Lives Matter” is International: Where there is oppres-252
sion, there will be resistance, R D Harris . https://www.coha.org/253
black-lives-matter-is-international-where-there-is-oppression-there-will-be-resistance/254
2020. June 29. September 21, 2020.255

[Rickford ()] ‘Black Lives Matter: Toward a Modern Practice of Mass Struggle’. R Rickford .256
10.1177/1095796015620171. New Labor Forum 2015. 25 (1) p. .257

[Ghazarian ()] ‘Changing Destinations : Ideal Attraction and Actual Movement of Cross-Border Tertiary258
Students from Mainland China’. Peter G Ghazarian . The International Education Journal: Comparative259
Perspectives 2014. 13 (1) p. .260

[Roth and Ritter (2019)] ‘Channeling Race: Media Representations and International Student Perceptions’. K261
R Roth , Z S Ritter . Accessibility and Diversity in Education: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice,262
(U.S) 2020. 2019. June 3, 2019. p. . (IGI Global. 58. Reuters.) (China Warns Students, Academics of Risks263
of Studying)264

[Vander Klippe and Morrow (2020)] China closes U.S. consulate in retaliation as ’diplomatic war’265
breaks out, N Vander Klippe , A Morrow . https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/266
article-china-orders-us-consulate-closure-as-diplomatic-war-breaks-out/ 2020. July267
27. September 22, 2020.268

[Hua and Yang (2020)] China Embraces BLM in America, Objects to BLM Discussion at Home,269
S Hua , L Yang . https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/voa-news-china/270
china-embraces-blm-america-objects-blm-discussion-home 2020. July 22. September 21,271
2020.272

[Redden (2019)] China Issues Warning to U.S. -Bound Students, Eliza-273
beth Redden . https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/06/04/274
chinese-officials-warn-students-visa-problems-if-they-come-us 2019. June 4, 2019.275
(Inside Higher Education)276

[Feng and Lucas (2020)] China Orders U.S. To Close Its Consulate In Chengdu, E Feng , R Lucas . https:277
//www.npr.org/ 2020. July 24. September 21, 2020. (Retrieved)278

[Bradsher and Myers (2020)] China Orders U.S. to Shut Chengdu Consulate, Retaliating for279
Houston, K Bradsher , S Myers . https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/24/world/asia/280
china-us-consulate-chengdu.html 2020. July 24. September 21, 2020.281

7

http://goabroad.xdf.cn/201905/10909318.html
http://goabroad.xdf.cn/201905/10909318.html
http://goabroad.xdf.cn/201905/10909318.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.5430/wje.v7n3p41
https://doi.org/10.5430/wje.v7n3p41
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/07/23/four-things-know-about-us-decision-close-chinese-consulate-houston/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/07/23/four-things-know-about-us-decision-close-chinese-consulate-houston/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/07/23/four-things-know-about-us-decision-close-chinese-consulate-houston/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/24/asia/us-china-consulate-diplomacy-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/24/asia/us-china-consulate-diplomacy-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/24/asia/us-china-consulate-diplomacy-intl-hnk/index.html
https://abcnews.go.com/International/black-lives-matter-protests-global-ireland-south-africa/story?id=40546549
https://abcnews.go.com/International/black-lives-matter-protests-global-ireland-south-africa/story?id=40546549
https://abcnews.go.com/International/black-lives-matter-protests-global-ireland-south-africa/story?id=40546549
https://www.coha.org/black-lives-matter-is-international-where-there-is-oppression-there-will-be-resistance/
https://www.coha.org/black-lives-matter-is-international-where-there-is-oppression-there-will-be-resistance/
https://www.coha.org/black-lives-matter-is-international-where-there-is-oppression-there-will-be-resistance/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1095796015620171
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-china-orders-us-consulate-closure-as-diplomatic-war-breaks-out/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-china-orders-us-consulate-closure-as-diplomatic-war-breaks-out/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-china-orders-us-consulate-closure-as-diplomatic-war-breaks-out/
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/voa-news-china/china-embraces-blm-america-objects-blm-discussion-home
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/voa-news-china/china-embraces-blm-america-objects-blm-discussion-home
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/voa-news-china/china-embraces-blm-america-objects-blm-discussion-home
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/06/04/chinese-officials-warn-students-visa-problems-if-they-come-us
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/06/04/chinese-officials-warn-students-visa-problems-if-they-come-us
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/06/04/chinese-officials-warn-students-visa-problems-if-they-come-us
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/24/world/asia/china-us-consulate-chengdu.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/24/world/asia/china-us-consulate-chengdu.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/24/world/asia/china-us-consulate-chengdu.html


13 CONCLUSION

[Kuo (2018)] China retaliates with tariffs after US begins trade war’, Guardian, L Kuo . 2018. 6 July.282

[Reuters (2020)] China says it ’must’ retaliate for consulate closure, Reuters . https://www.mercurynews.283
com/2020/07/23/china-says-it-must-retaliate-for-consulate-closure/ 2020. July 24.284
September 21, 2020. (Retrieved)285

[Tang ()] ‘China wants to open financial sector wider but it’s a ’negotiation game’ in trade war, Zhou Xiaochuan286
says. South China Morning Post’. F Tang . https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china287
Timeline: U.S. Relations With China 2019. 1949-2020. 2020. September 22, 2020. (china-wants-openfinancial-288
sector-wider-its-negotiation-game 65. Retrieved)289

[Liu ()] ‘China’s Policy Response to the China US Trade War: An Initial Assessment’. K Liu .290
10.1080/10971475.2019.1688003. The Chinese Economy 2019. 53 (2) p. .291

[China’s trade war with the US and slowing economic growth is hitting its tech industry hard. 2 March ()]292
China’s trade war with the US and slowing economic growth is hitting its tech industry hard. 2 March, https:293
//www.sbs.com.au/news/workers-shocked-as-trade-war-hits-china-s-tech-sector 2019.294

[Board ()] ‘China-US tensions are hampering antivirus efforts’. T E Board . FT.com, FT.com 2020. p. .295

[Zhao and Zhou (2020)] China: Consulate closure a ’provocation, H Zhao , M Zhou . https://www.296
chinadaily.com.cn/a/202007/23/WS5f18b76fa31083481725b6e8.html 2020. July 23. September297
21, 2020.298

[Marcus (2020)] Chinese consulate in Houston ordered to close by US, J Marcus . https://www.bbc.com/299
news/world-us-canada-53497193 2020. July 23. September 21, 2020.300

[Liu ()] ‘Chinese Manufacturing in the Shadow of the China-US Trade War’. K Liu . 10.1111/ecaf.12308.301
https://doi-org.ezproxy.fhsu.edu/10.1111/ecaf.12308 Economic Affairs 2018. 38 (3) p. .302

[Liu and Morgan ()] ‘Chinese Students Overseas: Choice of Destination’. Dan Liu , W John Morgan .303
10.4337/9781783470662. https://doi.org/10.4337/9781783470662 Handbook of Education in China,304
(Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, MA) 2017. Edward Elgar Publishing. p. . (1st ed.)305

[Fang and Wang ()] ‘Chinese Students’ Choice of Transnational Higher Education in a Globalized Higher306
Education Market : A Case Study of W University’. Wenhong Fang , Shen Wang . 10.1177/1028315314523989.307
https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315314523989 Journal of Studies in International Education 2014. 18308
(5) p. .309

[Blain (2020)] Civil Rights International: The Fight Against Racism Has Always Been Global, K310
N Blain . https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-08-11/311
racism-civil-rights-international 2020. September 09. September 21, 2020.312

[Huang et al. ()] ‘Clinical features of patients infected with 2019 novel coronavirus in Wuhan’. C Huang , Y Wang313
, X Li , L Ren , J Zhao , Y Hu . China Lancet 2020. 395 p. .314

[Clinical management of severe acute respiratory infection when novel coronavirus (nCoV) infection is suspected: interim guidance World Health Organization (2020)]315
‘Clinical management of severe acute respiratory infection when novel coronavirus (nCoV) infection is316
suspected: interim guidance’. World Health Organization 2020. 25 January 2020. World Health Organization.317
(2) .318

[Ahmad et al. ()] ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic and Economic Impact’. Tauseef Ahmad ,319
Haroon , Haroon , Baig , Mukhtiar , Jin Hui . Pakistan Journal of Medical Sciences 2020. 36 (S4) p. .320

[Chakraborty and Maity ()] COVID-19 outbreak: Migration, effects on society, global environment and preven-321
tion. Science of The Total Environment, I Chakraborty , P Maity . 10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.138882. 2020.322
728 p. 138882.323

[Kabir and Muhammad ()] ‘COVID-19 pandemic and economic cost; impact on forcibly displaced people’.324
M Kabir , S A Muhammad . 10.1016/j.tmaid.2020.101661. http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.fhsu.edu:325
2048/10.1016/j.tmaid.2020.101661 Travel Medicine and Infectious Disease 2020. 35.326

[Zekra ()] ‘COVID-19 Pandemic and Global Economic Impact’. L Zekra . Ovidius” University Annals. Economic327
Sciences Series (Online), XX 2020. (1) p. .328

[Lee et al. ()] ‘Cultural Values and Higher Education Choices : Chinese Families’. Christina Kwai Lee , Choi , C329
Sussie , Morrish . Australasian Marketing Journal 2012. 20 p. .330

[Dennis and Dennis ()] R Dennis , K Dennis . 10.1002/9781119430452.ch1. Confrontational Politics. The Wiley331
Blackwell Companion to Race, Ethnicity, and Nationalism, 2020. p. .332

[To et al. ()] ‘Destination Choice of Cross-Border Chinese Students: An Importance-Performance Analysis’.333
W M To , W Y Jane , Linda S L Lung , T M Lai , Lai . 10.1080/03055698.2013.858615. https:334
//doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2013.858615 Educational Studies 2014. 40 (1) p. .335

[Cave and Kwai (2020)] Discussing Race and America’s Protests From Abroad, D Cave , I Kwai . https://336
www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/world/australia/race-protests-discussion.html 2020. June337
05. September 21, 2020.338

8

https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/07/23/china-says-it-must-retaliate-for-consulate-closure/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/07/23/china-says-it-must-retaliate-for-consulate-closure/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/07/23/china-says-it-must-retaliate-for-consulate-closure/
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10971475.2019.1688003
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/workers-shocked-as-trade-war-hits-china-s-tech-sector
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/workers-shocked-as-trade-war-hits-china-s-tech-sector
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/workers-shocked-as-trade-war-hits-china-s-tech-sector
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202007/23/WS5f18b76fa31083481725b6e8.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202007/23/WS5f18b76fa31083481725b6e8.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202007/23/WS5f18b76fa31083481725b6e8.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53497193
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53497193
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53497193
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/ecaf.12308
https://doi-org.ezproxy.fhsu.edu/10.1111/ecaf.12308
http://dx.doi.org/10.4337/9781783470662
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781783470662
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1028315314523989
https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315314523989
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-08-11/racism-civil-rights-international
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-08-11/racism-civil-rights-international
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-08-11/racism-civil-rights-international
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.138882
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tmaid.2020.101661
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.fhsu.edu:2048/10.1016/j.tmaid.2020.101661
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.fhsu.edu:2048/10.1016/j.tmaid.2020.101661
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.fhsu.edu:2048/10.1016/j.tmaid.2020.101661
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/9781119430452.ch1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2013.858615
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2013.858615
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2013.858615
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2013.858615
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/world/australia/race-protests-discussion.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/world/australia/race-protests-discussion.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/05/world/australia/race-protests-discussion.html


[Zhong et al. ()] ‘Does the Great Fire Wall cause selfcensorship? The effects of perceived internet regulation and339
the justification of regulation’. Zhi-Jin Zhong , Wang , Tongchen , Huang , Minting . Internet Research 2017.340
27 (4) p. .341

[Delaney ()] Donald Trump’s US$50b tariffs target Beijing’s ”Made in China 2025” tech strategy, R Delaney .342
2018. South China Morning Post. (international edn)343

[Oecd ()] Education at a Glance, Oecd . http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/344
download/9614031ec011.pdf?expires=1430139305&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=345
4FDC9A1F9D47EB697D3E3605945E788E 2014. 2014.346

[Desai ()] ‘Emerging manufacturers engagements in the COVID ?19 vaccine research, development and supply’.347
Samir Desai . Vaccine 2020. 38 (34) p. .348

[Lopez et al. (2020)] Financial and health impacts of COVID-19 vary widely by race and ethnicity,349
M Lopez , L Rainie , A Budiman . https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/05/05/350
financial-and-health-impacts-of-covid-19-vary-widely-by-race-and-ethnicity/ 2020.351
September 03. September 24, 2020.352

[Briefing With Senior (2020)] Government Officials On the Closure of the Chinese Consulate in Houston,353
Texas -United States Department of State, U S Briefing With Senior . https://www.state.gov/354
briefing-with-senior-u-s-government-officials-on-the-closure-of-the-chinese-consulate-in-houston-texas/355
2020. July 28. September 21, 2020.356

[Del Real et al. (2020)] How the Black Lives Matter Movement Went Mainstream, J357
A Del Real , S Robert , C Tim . https://www.washingtonpost.com/358
national/how-the-black-lives-matter-movement-went-mainstream/2020/06/09/359
201bd6e6-a9c6-11ea-9063-e69bd6520940_story.html 2020. June 09. September 21, 2020.360

[Swanson et al. ()] ‘Impact of US-China Trade War on Graduate School Selection’. B A Swanson , M K Swanson361
, H Wang . Journal of Marking Communications for Higher Education 2020. (3) p. 1.362

[Shu and Scott ()] ‘Influence of Social Media on Chinese Students’ Choice of an Overseas Study Destination :363
An Information Adoption Model Perspective Author Griffith Research Online’. Mengya Shu , Noel Scott .364
Journal of Travel and Tourism Marketing 2014. 31 (2) p. .365

[Rafi ()] ‘Influential Factors in the College Decision-Making Process for Chinese Students Studying in the U.S’.366
Madeline A Rafi . 10.5281/zenodo.1468068. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1468068 Journal of367
International Students 2018. 8 (4) p. .368

[Arora and Stout ()] ‘Letters for Black Lives: Co-ethnic Mobilization and Support for the Black Lives Matter369
Movement’. Maneesh Arora , Christopher T Stout . Political Research Quarterly 2018. 72 (2) p. .370

[Holt and Sweitzer ()] ‘More than a black and white issue: ethnic identity, social dominance orientation, and371
support for the black lives matter movement’. L F Holt , M D Sweitzer . Self and Identity 2020. 19 (1) p. .372

[Wu ()] ‘Motivations and Decision-Making Processes of Mainland Chinese Students for Undertaking373
Master ’ s Programs Abroad’. Qi Wu . 10.1177/1028315313519823. https://doi.org/10.1177/374
1028315313519823 Journal of Studies in International Education 2014. 18 (5) p. .375

[Yang et al. (2017)] ‘Motivations and Influences in Chinese International Doctoral Students’ Decision for STEM376
Study Abroad’. Yibo Yang , Simone Volet , Caroline Mansfield . 10.1080/03055698.2017.1347498. https:377
//doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2017.1347498 Educational Studies 2017. June: 1-15.378

[Wang and Ge ()] Negotiating national identities in conflict situations: The discursive reproduction of the Sino-379
US trade war in China’s news reports, Hong Wang , Yunfeng Ge . 2020. Discourse & Communication. 14 p.380
.381

[Iie ()] ‘Open Doors 2018 Fast Facts’. Iie . https://www.iie.org Insights/Open-Doors/ Fact-Sheets-and-382
Infographics/Fast-Facts 2018.383

[ US (2020)] Orders China to Close Houston Consulate, Citing Efforts to Steal Trade Secrets, US . https://384
www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/world/asia/us-china-houston-consulate.html September 21,385
2020. (Retrieved)386

[Bartlett et al. ()] ‘Perceptions of Mainland Chinese Students Toward Obtaining Higher Education in the387
United States’. Michelle E Bartlett , Wei Han , James E Bartlett . 10.5281/zenodo.1249045. https:388
//doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1249045 Journal of International Students 2018. 8 (2) p. .389

[Oborne and Cooke ()] ‘Reflections on the Black Lives Matter movement’. Peter Oborne , Millie Cooke . Round390
Table 2020. p. .391

[Ziebuhr ()] Severe acute respiratory syndrome-related coronavirus: The species and its viruses -a statement of392
the Coronavirus Study Group, J Ziebuhr . doi:10. 1101/2020.02.07.937862. 2020.393

[Endgame ()] ‘Sino-American commercial relations’. Endgame . The Economist 2020. p. 55.394

9

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/9614031ec011.pdf?expires=1430139305&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=4FDC9A1F9D47EB697D3E3605945E788E
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/9614031ec011.pdf?expires=1430139305&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=4FDC9A1F9D47EB697D3E3605945E788E
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/9614031ec011.pdf?expires=1430139305&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=4FDC9A1F9D47EB697D3E3605945E788E
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/9614031ec011.pdf?expires=1430139305&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=4FDC9A1F9D47EB697D3E3605945E788E
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/9614031ec011.pdf?expires=1430139305&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=4FDC9A1F9D47EB697D3E3605945E788E
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/05/05/financial-and-health-impacts-of-covid-19-vary-widely-by-race-and-ethnicity/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/05/05/financial-and-health-impacts-of-covid-19-vary-widely-by-race-and-ethnicity/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/05/05/financial-and-health-impacts-of-covid-19-vary-widely-by-race-and-ethnicity/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-senior-u-s-government-officials-on-the-closure-of-the-chinese-consulate-in-houston-texas/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-senior-u-s-government-officials-on-the-closure-of-the-chinese-consulate-in-houston-texas/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-senior-u-s-government-officials-on-the-closure-of-the-chinese-consulate-in-houston-texas/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/how-the-black-lives-matter-movement-went-mainstream/2020/06/09/201bd6e6-a9c6-11ea-9063-e69bd6520940_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/how-the-black-lives-matter-movement-went-mainstream/2020/06/09/201bd6e6-a9c6-11ea-9063-e69bd6520940_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/how-the-black-lives-matter-movement-went-mainstream/2020/06/09/201bd6e6-a9c6-11ea-9063-e69bd6520940_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/how-the-black-lives-matter-movement-went-mainstream/2020/06/09/201bd6e6-a9c6-11ea-9063-e69bd6520940_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/how-the-black-lives-matter-movement-went-mainstream/2020/06/09/201bd6e6-a9c6-11ea-9063-e69bd6520940_story.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1468068
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1468068
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1028315313519823
https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315313519823
https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315313519823
https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315313519823
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2017.1347498
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2017.1347498
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2017.1347498
https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2017.1347498
https://www.iie.org
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/world/asia/us-china-houston-consulate.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/world/asia/us-china-houston-consulate.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/world/asia/us-china-houston-consulate.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1249045
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1249045
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1249045
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1249045


13 CONCLUSION

[Herrero and Iwahara (2019)] Sino-US trade war won’t go the Japan way, A G Herrero , K Iwahara . https:395
//www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201906/13/WS5d01836da310176577230d68.html 2019. June 13.396
September 21, 2020.397

[Abubakar et al. ()] ‘Tertiary Education : An Investigation of Location Selection Criteria and Preferences398
by International Students -The Case of Two Australian Universities’. Binta Abubakar , Tekle Shanka ,399
Gerry Nkombo Muuka . 10.1080/08841241003788052. https://doi.org/10.1080/08841241003788052400
Journal of Marketing for Higher Education 2010. 20 (1) p. .401

[Avdaliani (2019)] ‘The trade war is just the start of a US-China cold war’. E Avdaliani . BESA Center402
Perspectives Paper 2019. 201. June 16. (1) .403

[Lukin ()] ‘The US-China Trade War and China’s Strategic Future’. A Lukin . 10.1080/00396338.2019.1568045.404
Survival 2019. (1) p. .405

[Wong and Koty (2020)] The US-China Trade War: A Timeline, D Wong , A C Koty . https://www.406
china-briefing.com/news/the-us-china-trade-war-a-timeline/ 2020. September 14. Septem-407
ber 21, 2020.408

[Top Host Destination ()] Top Host Destination, https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/409
Project-Atlas/Explore-Data/Current-Infographics 2017.410

[Musgrave (2019)] ‘Universities Aren’t Ready for Trade War Casualties’. Paul Musgrave . https://411
foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/19/universities-arent-ready-for-trade-war-casualties-china-trump-us/412
Foreign Policy 2019. May 19, 2019.413

[Ridgwell (2020)] US BLM Protests Drive Global Online Race Debate, H Ridgwell . https://www.voanews.414
com/usa/race-america/us-blm-protests-drive-global-online-race-debate 2020. August415
04. September 21, 2020.416

[US consulate: China orders US consulate closure in tit-for-tat move (2020)] US consulate: China orders US417
consulate closure in tit-for-tat move, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53522640418
2020. July 24. September 21, 2020.419

[Magnier and Bases (2019)] ‘US Universities Brace for Decline in Chinese Students after Beijing Warning’.420
Mark Magnier , Daniel Bases . https://www.scmp.com/print/news/china/diplomacy/article/421
3012997/us-universities-brace-decline-chinese-students-after-beijing South China422
Morning Post, 2019. June 4, 2019.423

[De Graaff and Apeldoorn ()] ‘US-China relations and the liberal world order: Contending elites, colliding424
visions?’. N De Graaff , B V Apeldoorn . 10.1093/ia/iix232. International Affairs 2018. 94 (1) p. .425

[Modebadze ()] ‘US-CHINA RIVALRY FOR GLOBAL HEGEMONY’. V Modebadze . Journal of Liberty and426
International Affairs (Bitola) 2020. 6 (2) p. .427

[Wang et al. ()] C Wang , P W Horby , F G Hayden , G F Gao . A novel coronavirus outbreak of global, 2020.428

[Yang ()] ‘What Attracts Mainland Chinese Students to Australian Higher Education’. Molly Yang . Studies in429
Learning, Innovation and Development, 2007. 4 p. .430

[Younge (2020)] What black America means to Europe, G Younge . https://www.theguardian.com/world/431
2020/jun/11/what-black-america-means-to-europe-protests-racism-george-floyd 2020.432
June 11. September 21, 2020. (Retrieved)433

[Pierce ()] ‘Whose Lives Matter? The Black Lives Matter Movement and the Contested Legacy of Philosophical434
Humanism’. A J Pierce . Journal of Social Philosophy 2019. 2019. (Journal of social philosophy)435

[Fischer (2019)] Why US Universities Should Fear the Feud with China, Karin Fischer . https://www.436
universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20190117075823306 2019. January 18, 2019. (The437
Chronicle of Higher Education)438

[Sachs ()] Will America create a cold war with China? Center for International Relations439
and Sustainable Development, J D Sachs . https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/440
horizons-winter-2019-issue-no-13/will-america-create-a-cold-war-with-china 2019.441

[Hua (2020)] Xinhua Headlines: Portland police chief in U.S. resigns as protests against racism continue, X Hua442
. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/09/c_139126345.htm 2020. June 09. September443
21, 2020. (Retrieved)444

[Guo (2020)] Xinhua Headlines: World needs more cooperation as global COVID-19 cases top 10 mln, Y Guo445
. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/28/c_139173513.htm 2020. June 28. September446
21, 2020.447

10

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201906/13/WS5d01836da310176577230d68.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201906/13/WS5d01836da310176577230d68.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201906/13/WS5d01836da310176577230d68.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08841241003788052
https://doi.org/10.1080/08841241003788052
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2019.1568045
https://www.china-briefing.com/news/the-us-china-trade-war-a-timeline/
https://www.china-briefing.com/news/the-us-china-trade-war-a-timeline/
https://www.china-briefing.com/news/the-us-china-trade-war-a-timeline/
https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas/Explore-Data/Current-Infographics
https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas/Explore-Data/Current-Infographics
https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas/Explore-Data/Current-Infographics
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/19/universities-arent-ready-for-trade-war-casualties-china-trump-us/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/19/universities-arent-ready-for-trade-war-casualties-china-trump-us/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/19/universities-arent-ready-for-trade-war-casualties-china-trump-us/
https://www.voanews.com/usa/race-america/us-blm-protests-drive-global-online-race-debate
https://www.voanews.com/usa/race-america/us-blm-protests-drive-global-online-race-debate
https://www.voanews.com/usa/race-america/us-blm-protests-drive-global-online-race-debate
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53522640
https://www.scmp.com/print/news/china/diplomacy/article/3012997/us-universities-brace-decline-chinese-students-after-beijing
https://www.scmp.com/print/news/china/diplomacy/article/3012997/us-universities-brace-decline-chinese-students-after-beijing
https://www.scmp.com/print/news/china/diplomacy/article/3012997/us-universities-brace-decline-chinese-students-after-beijing
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/ia/iix232
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/11/what-black-america-means-to-europe-protests-racism-george-floyd
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/11/what-black-america-means-to-europe-protests-racism-george-floyd
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/11/what-black-america-means-to-europe-protests-racism-george-floyd
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20190117075823306
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20190117075823306
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20190117075823306
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-winter-2019-issue-no-13/will-america-create-a-cold-war-with-china
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-winter-2019-issue-no-13/will-america-create-a-cold-war-with-china
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-winter-2019-issue-no-13/will-america-create-a-cold-war-with-china
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/09/c_139126345.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/28/c_139173513.htm

