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1. Introduction

ducation is a fundamental human value that plays a sup-

portive role in leading a disciplined life and contributing to
societal development. As a result, the education of both men and
women is necessary. Education is a series of progressive activities
that facilitate learning or the acquisition of skills, knowledge
and values (Alatise et al., 2024). Education is the most important
tool in present day living to prosper and live in peace. Education
enlightens the mind and soul and helps grow and develop them
(Firdous and Ali, 2017). Similarly, Pedrajas and Jalandoni (2023)
mentioned that education encompasses more than just knowledge
acquisition. It plays a significant part in the process of socializa-
tion and the dissemination of standards and ideals like gender
equality. Eseine-Aloja and Ebahi (2021) said that education is a
tool and process of transformation. According to Adekitan and
Shobayo (2020), the value of education is greatly determined by
the quality of the education system to which a student is exposed.
The importance of tertiary academic success has been accepted for
a successful life. The term tertiary education is a relatively recent

one. Previously, the more common term was higher education, but
tertiary education was adopted by the review in order to reflect
the growing diversity of institutions and programmes (Santiago
et al., 2008). University students' time use decisions vary across
students and their activities. These factors are influential to activity
contents and/or activity locations, differently (Lil et al., 2021).
In educational institutions, success is measured by academic
performance or how well a student meets standards set by the
educational institution (Illahi and Khandai, 2015).

In Bangladesh, steps taken to expand women's education have
increased women's participation in higher education. Despite
gender-based differences, their outcomes also vary. Singh (2023)
mentioned that higher education has long been recognized as a
powerful catalyst for societal change. Higher education is a path-
way to economic independence for women. It equips them with
the skills needed to enter the workforce, access higher-paying jobs,
and contribute significantly to their family's financial well-being.
According to Parajuli and Thapa (2017), gender refers to socially
constructed differences between male and female. Obi et al. (2024)
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mentioned that the word “gender” is a generic term, normally
used to indicate the distinction between humans based on the
masculinity/feminity dichotomy. Victor et al. (2024) said that
gender is a biological as well as socially and culturally constructed
concept of masculinity and femininity on individuals' actions,
opportunities, and societal expectations. The concept of gender
has impacted every segment of societal interactions including
students’ academic performance which encompasses acquisition
of information across cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor
domains encountered in formal educational environment. Karisa
and Mwikamba (2024) mentioned that gender roles in education
reflect societal expectations regarding the behaviors, interests, and
responsibilities of students based on their gender. These roles influ-
ence the learning experiences, educational choices, and academic
achievements of pupils. Abedin et al. (2023) also mentioned that
gender, being a fundamental aspect of one's identity, holds the
power to influence an individual's academic trajectory. Gender is
mainly used conventionally to describe how society gives certain
roles to boys and girls (Gicana and Daradar, 2023).

Time management plays an integral role in students’ day-to-day
lives. Effective time management is critical for student success in
academics and personal growth. Effective time management not
only allows individuals to complete their responsibilities and meet
deadlines but also helps reduce stress, increase focus, and create
a better work-life balance. Time management is the ability to use
one’s time efficiently and effectively. According to Arumugam et al.
(2021), time is a priceless resource and continues to pass by without
coming back therefore, the secret to achieve success in life is
effectively managing this resource that everyone possesses equally
and paying sufficient emphasis to plan. Time management is an
important tool and capabilities that brought to solve any problem to
achieve any success or to have the maximum benefits after putting
in minimum inputs. Similarly, Ismailova and Zayniddinova (2023)
said that time management for students is of utmost importance
to balance their studies with other daily essential tasks. Good
time management reflects on your health and also adds to your
energy to achieve more. Yazhini et al. (2021) also said that time
management is the art of arranging, organizing, and scheduling
one’s time for generating more effective and productive work.
Students’ academic performance is a measure of how the student
has performed for a period in the academic parlance (Aisida, 2021).
However, this variation is not only due to the cooperation of the
family but also the support of different communities and social
systems, which, along with achieving life goals, has a clear impact
on their outcomes through various activities.

2. Objectives of the Study

The main objective of this study was to examine the gender-based
multifaceted activities in relation to academic performance at the
tertiary level in Bangladesh. Besides this, the following objectives
were considered in this study:

a) to identify the daily spending time of the respondents;

b) to investigate the relationship between academic achieve-
ments and other associated factors;

¢) to find out the differences for examination preparation of the
respondents, and

d) to know the opinions of the respondents for the develop-
ments.
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3. Ideas on Time management

The term “time management” became familiar in the 1950s
and 1960s as referring to a tool to help managers make better
use of available time (Razali et al., 2018). The concept of time
management comes from Frederick Winslow Taylor for early
analysis of motion and time studies of workers with purpose to
reduce unproductive work tasks and time wasting (Arumugam et
al. 2021). Liao et al. (2013) proposed the following six types of social
time found on a modern university campus that are experienced by
individuals. These are scheduled time, timeless time, endless time,
compressed time, wasted time, time as goal. Nasrullah and Khan
(2015) said that time management plays a vital role in improving
students’ academic performance and achievements. Each student
should have time management ability which includes setting goals
and priorities, using time management mechanism and being
organized in using time. They also noted an association between
time management abilities and educational outcomes. Yazhini
et al. (2021) said that time management can be defined as the
skill of organizing and prioritizing how to divide the person’s time
between specific activities.

4. Review of the Related Literature

Ubabudu (2024) mentioned that education is the whole gamut
of imparting lifelong learning skills, reflective learning, shared
knowledge, morals, values, and beliefs through effective pedagogi-
cal teaching and learning delivery as well as holistic evaluation in
self-awareness, relationships, problem-solving skills, emotional,
cultural intelligence, creativity, to support individual learners of
diverse origins develop their latent potentials, academic, physical,
emotional, social, and moral capacities. Several studies on time
management, gender issues and academic achievement have been
reviewed in the study to find the research gap.

4.1. Time Management

Time management as behaviours that aim at achieving an effective
use of time while performing certain goal-directed activities.
Broadly speaking, time management refers to activities that imply
an effective use of time that is deemed to facilitate productivity and
alleviate stress. A common feature among the conceptualizations
of time management is planning behavior (Claessens et al, 2007).
Jackson (2009) said that the implementation of realistic time
management plans can improve productivity and the quality of
life. Cyril (2015) revealed that female students are better than male
students in time management. Alyami et al. (2021) mentioned that
the students with positive attitude and who claimed to manage
time and meet their deadlines were also had high academic grades.
Whereas, short-term and long-term time management were not
associated with a high GPA. Lil et al. (2021) opined that the
cross-sectoral perspective emphasizes that a better university life
should not only be just a focus of educators, but also need the
involvement of stakeholders in other sectors, which are associated
with non-studying activities that are directly/indirectly influential
to studying time. This study has presented a relatively holistic
research framework that can capture university students’ time-
use behaviors and influential factors. Efron (2023) revealed that
efficient time and space management allows you to be more
productive and to enjoy academic life to the fullest. Arugaslan
(2024) found a negative relationship between academic dishonesty
behavior and time management skills. Therefore, the findings
indicate that students with effective time management skills
are less likely to engage in academic dishonesty. Ahmad et al.
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(2024) explored the relationship between a sense of purpose and
academic performance among undergraduate students, with time
management as a crucial moderator in this investigation. Terzi et al
(2024) revealed that the interplay between free time management,
leisure satisfaction, and quality of life is influenced by gender, age,
and participation in physical activity.

4.2. Gender Issues

The term gender was offered by the American psychoanalyst
Robert Stoller in the second half of the 20th century to describe
the social aspects of gender as opposed to the concept of biological
sex, which reflects the actual biological differences between
women and men (Shadurski and Lukina, 2016). Females to score
significantly higher than males on achievement goal and study
time (Pirmohamed et al., 2017; Egata et al., 2017). Quadlina (2018)
mentioned that by most measures, girls and women have better
academic performance than do boys and men. She also added that
women made great strides over the course of the twentieth century,
demonstrating strong achievement across levels of education and
entering the workforce in record numbers. Gabdrakhmanova
et al. (2019) said that women and girls face difficulties on the
way to obtaining and completing education. Catherinei (2020)
opined that the male students perform better than their female
counterparts. Ullah and Yousaf (2020) revealed that there is a
positive relationship among the self-efficacy of the students, along
with their academic performance. A high level of self-efficacy has
been observed in male students as compared to female students.
Kisigot et al. (2021) reported that there was a relationship between
students’ gender and academic achievement. Wolters and Brady
(2021) found that students’ planning and their time management
are closely connected. Planning decisions that are focused on
cognitive, motivational, or emotional concerns are likely to have
implications for students’ use of time. Abuh (2021) revealed that
the significant influence of gender on the mean achievement
of students in Science and Technology education. Male student’
perform better than female fork in Science and Technology
education. Tsekpo et al. (2023) said that males outperformed
females in the subjective test in both the pre-test and post-test;
females outperformed males in the objective test in both the
pre-test and post-test; and that in the practical test, females
outperformed males in the pre-test by a small margin but by a
larger margin in the post-test. Bhatti et al. (2023) opined that
there were notable gender discrepancies among undergraduates,
and female students performed much better academically than
male students, as indicated by the cumulative grade point average
they earned at the university. Deng (2024) mentioned that family,
school and society play an important role in shaping an individual’s
gender socialization, and that families can break down gender
bias by changing their own traditional behaviors, breaking down
gender stereotypes, not interfering with their children’s interests,
and encouraging and allowing their children to make free choices
about their education. Godara (2024) opined that empowering girls
through education not only enhances their individual potential but
also contributes to economic growth, social stability, and improved
health outcomes. Mapanje (2024) revealed that the influence
of parental gender roles on children's academic performance
is a multifaceted issue that encompasses various socio-cultural
and psychological dynamics. Ubabudu (2024) demonstrated that
female students perform noticeably better academically than their
male counterparts. Alatise et al. (2024) opined that female students
were discovered to have outperformed their male counterparts

in virtually all academic programmes, including those generally
classified as male-concentrated ones.

Nasir et al. (2025) mentioned that a combination of social,
psychological and socioeconomic factors influences gender incon-
sistencies in academic performance, acknowledging these factors
is essential for creating educational strategies and addressing
gender-specific learning styles, taking into consideration external
stressors in improving effective teaching strategies, ensuring equity
in academic aptitude, and providing full potentiality for both
genders. Moraga-Pumarino et al. (2025) mentioned that the gender
differences in academic self-efficacy among business students, em-
phasizing the importance of tailored interventions. Their findings
indicate that women, in particular, could benefit from initiatives
that strengthen personal efficacy beliefs and address cultural
barriers. Osijirin et al. (2025) recommended encouraging female
students to engage confidently in computer studies and called for
equitable learning opportunities regardless of gender.

4.3. Academic Achievements

Tllahi and Khandai (2015) opined that good study habits include be-
ing organized, keeping good notes and reading textbook, listening
in class, and working every day. Bad study habits include skipping
class, not doing work, watching too much TV or playing video
games instead of studying, and losing work. Without good study
habits, a student cannot succeed. Adekitan and Shobayo (2020)
revealed that there is a tendency for the performance of female
students to progressively improve from the first to the final year,
whereas for male students, a tendency for performance decline is
noted. This may be due to peer pressure and the social lifestyle of
male students which provide major avenues of distraction from
the academic demands of a modern-day university. Arumugam et
al. (2021) mentioned that their study influences the relationship
between the time management that impact academic achievement
of the teenagers. Almoslamani (2022) found that learning strate-
gies are a significant predictor of students’ academic achievement.
Students have to pay more attention to the use of these learning
strategies if they are to enhance their academic performance.
Rudhumbu (2022) opined that interaction levels have a significant
influence on the academic performance of all university students.
Abedin et al. (2023) opined that academic performance is a critical
aspect of students’ educational journey, reflecting their learning
outcomes and overall success. Portillo (2023) mentioned that it is
important to understand that students learn in different ways and
that holding everyone accountable will predict the result in the
classroom environment. For that reason, understanding students'
culture and what culture entails is key to helping students and
families. Skrbinjek (2023) opined that good time management is a
crucial aspect of academic success. People who effectively manage
their time experience reduced tension and stress, and have fewer
difficulties balancing work and family as well as issues related to
well-being. Kassaw and Demareva (2023) identified many factors
that affect academic achievement, including controllable factors
such as facility-related variables, emotional factors, and lifestyle
factors. They also added that academic success is a measure
of students’ ability to attain their educational objectives, often
assessed through regular evaluations or examinations.

Ubabudu (2024) opined that poor quality education is widely
acknowledged to have some adverse effects on student’s academic
performance, poor lifestyle choices, professional growth and
development, and general well-being, which will conversely affect
the growth and development of the country. Munir et al. (2024)
viewed that discipline in education is a critical aspect that plays
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a pivotal role in shaping academic achievement at the university
level.

Aden (2025) said that students’ academic success plays a vital
role in the economic prosperity and social development of any
society and reflects the quality of the education system that pro-
duces high-skilled, knowledgeable and experienced graduates who
will become effective leaders and hardworking manpower. Jaafar
et al. (2025) opined that academic excellence is influenced by a
multitude of factors, including self-concept, students’ attitudes,
and their intrinsic motivation. As such, prioritizing core subjects
while fostering a holistic learning environment is crucial to en-
suring an integrated and effective educational process, ultimately
leading to improved academic performance. Lukalet al. (2025)
showed that self-efficacy has a significant impact on students’ aca-
demic achievement. Specifically, students with high self-efficacy
tend to perform better academically compared to those with low
self-efficacy. Masnan et al. (2025) provided valuable insights into
the effects of self-esteem, sleep quality, class attendance, time
management, and sense of purpose on academic performance
among undergraduate students in Malaysia. Positive and statisti-
cally significant relationship with academic performance. Fu et al.
(2025) mentioned that self-control and mobile phone dependence
act as significant mediators in the relationship between time man-
agement and study engagement. Galaviz et al. (2025) mentioned
that a low level of correlation between grade point average and
academic time management. Keyes et al. (2025) showed that a rel-
atively simple time allocation reflection exercise can enhance the
amount of time students plan to spend on their future assignments.
Alam et al. (2025) opined that the emotional toll is severe, with
many reporting anxiety, depression, low motivation, and declining
academic performance, as some skip classes or fall behind in
coursework. Vieriu and Petrea (2025) mentioned that students
are encouraged to take an active role in their learning process by
developing skills in exploration, analysis, and problem-solving.
Critical thinking skills are essential for shaping students’ overall
learning experiences.

So many authors tried to investigate the different issues in rela-
tion to time management, still, the following gender based issues
on the daily spending time of the respondents, the relationship
between academic achievements with others associate factors, the
examination preparation differences of the respondents, and the
developments of the respondents yet reveled in the context of
Bangladesh.

5. Theoretical Framework

5.1. Functionalism

Functionalism is a theoretical perspective that focuses on the func-
tions performed in society by social structures such as institutions,
hierarchies, and norms. Within this theory, function refers to the
extent to which a given activity promotes or interferes with the
maintenance of a system (Gomez-Diago, 2020). Functionalism
takes a structural (or systems) approach to the study of human
societies. This means that they see society as an organized sys-
tem of interrelated parts or ‘structures’ such as institutions (e.g.
Education, the nuclear family), this system of institutions (or
structures) work together to form the society as a whole (Milton,
2007). In functionalism, mutual interdependence plays a key role.
For students’ learning and achievement of good results, there exists
mutual interdependence among family, educational institutions,
accommodation, studies, and related factors.

3 [}
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5.2. Activity Theory

Activity theory is a conceptual framework based on the idea that
activity is primary, that doing precedes thinking, and that goals,
images, cognitive models, intentions, and abstract notions (Morf
and Weber, 2000). Activity theory is a framework for studying
various forms of human behavior and social practices. It considers
the activity interaction between individuals, organizations, social
groups, etc. with their context (culture, norms, rules, values,
technologies, artifacts, and power structures) as the basic unit
of social systems (Adamides, 2023). Students prepare for studies,
classes, and examinations at various times in the hope of achieving
good results. For this, they require proper time management,
including sleep and rest.

5.3. Theory of Academic Performance

Performance is the ability of a student to complete a task. The task
completion results could be positive or negative (Balogun et al.,
2020). According to the theory of academic performance, it can
be used to improve performance. To perform is to produce valued
result, and a performer as an individual or a group that engages in
collaborative effort (Elger, 2007). There are differences in academic
performance between male and female students. They achieve
results commensurate with their respective efforts in studying.

5.4. Role Theory

According to the social role theory, the differences between
the behaviors of women and men can be explained by gender
stereotypes and social roles (Cimen and Serin, 2021). Concepts of
role theory can be traced back to before 1900, although the use of
the term ‘role’ only became common in the 1930s. The basic idea
is that individuals have various roles in life and that these roles
come with prescriptions on how individuals should behave (Van
der Horst, 2016). Role theories examine how individual behavior
is shaped by prevailing social roles and provide insights into how
behavior is perceived by others in light of such roles (Anglin et
al., 2022). Role theory operates under the key assumption that
individuals have various roles that they play in daily life (Biddle,
1986). According to gender role theory, men and women are
beholden to certain behavioral prescriptions based upon their
gender (Smith et al., 2013). The primary task of students is to
study regularly. To this end, they manage their time and engage
in all related activities. In this regard, differences can be observed
between male and female students.

6. Research Methodology

Data were collected from the Department of Sociology, University
of Rajshahi, Bangladesh. Respondents were admitted to the de-
partment in the 2020-2021 academic session. They have completed
six semesters of three years out of eight semesters of four years.
They are studying in the seventh semester. All the students of this
semester were selected for collection of data purposively due to
realize the scenario based on gender. The total numbers of the
respondents were 103 among them 39 were male students and 64
were female students. This study was explorative in nature. Tools
and techniques based on the objectives of the study, social survey
and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) methods were used for the
collection of data. A questionnaire was used as a technique of social
survey method in which open-ended and closed-ended questions
were included. A check list was used for the FGD method, and
data of FGD method was used for the analysis of the tables and
figures. In the table and figures percentages are calculated based
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on gender. One FGD was conducted, including male and female
students. Eight members were participated in the FGD. Though
this research is not enough to interpret the findings in a whole
university in the country but it will help to the students, new
researcher, and policy maker to understand the scenario of the
gender based activities and academic performance at the tertiary
level in Bangladesh.

7. Results and Discussion

7.1. Spending Daily Time

Table 1. Analysis of the daily spending time of the respondents

Sources Time Male Fe- Sources Time Male Fe-
(hour) Stu- male (hour) Stu- male
dents Stu- dents Stu-
(%) dents (%) dents
(%) (%)
Class >1 - - Social >1 25.64 32.80
Media
2 30.77 14.06 2 38.46 46.88
3 46.15 53.13 3 15.38 10.94
3+ 23.08 32.81 3+ 20.52 9.38
Total 100.00 100.00 Total 100.00 100.00
Study >2 30.77 18.75 Gossip >1 53.85 73.43
2-4 35.90 40.62 2 33.33 21.88
4-6 17.95 28.13 3 7.69 3.13
6+ 15.38 12.50 3+ 5.13 1.56
Total 100.00 100.00 Total 100.00 100.00
Mobile >1 10.26 20.31 Sleep >1 - 1.56
Phone
2 12.82 23.44 2 23.08 7.81
3 20.51 25.00 3 69.23 78.13
3+ 56.41 31.25 3+ 7.69 12.50
Total 100.00 100.00 Total 100.00 100.00

Most of the respondents spent their daily time on various multi-
faceted activities, especially attending classes, studying regularly,
using mobile phones to find study materials, using social media
to stay connected and updated, gossiping for refreshment, and
sleeping. These activities helped them prepare for classes and
ultimately achieve good academic results.

7.2. Study Time

Table 2. Analysis of the study time of the respondents

Sources Time Male Female Sources Time Male Female
(hour) Stu- Stu- (hour) Stu- Stu-
dents dents dents dents
(%) (%) (%) (%)
Early 0 71.80 43.75 After 0 64.10 62.50
Morn- Noon
ing
>1 7.69 39.06 >1 20.52 20.31
1-2 15.38 9.38 1-2 12.82 14.06
2+ 5.13 7.81 2+ 2.56 3.13
Total 100.00 100.00 Total 100.00 100.00
Morn- 0 35.90 46.88 Evening 0 66.67 53.13
ing
>1 12.82 21.88 >1 20.51 23.44
1-2 43.59 25.00 1-2 7.69 17.18
2+ 7.69 6.24 2+ 5.13 6.25
Total 100.00 100.00 Total 100.00 100.00
Noon 0 84.62 79.69 Night 0 12.82 20.31
>1 15.38 6.25 >1 15.38 17.19
1-2 - 12.50 1-2 35.90 28.12
2+ - 1.56 2+ 35.90 34.38
Total 100.00  100.00 Total 100.00 100.00

Regular study boosts knowledge enrichment and helps to
achieve the best results. Respondents studied at different times,
such as early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, evening, and

night. Data shows that female students were much more studious
than male students. Female students tried to study whenever they
got the opportunity, which was reflected in their academic results.

Those who preferred to study in the early morning cited a fresh
mind, cool environment, better memorization, studying one month
before examinations, and feeling better overall. Those who pre-
ferred morning mentioned a calm mind, better retention, studying
before class, and a quiet environment. Those who preferred noon
said they did not rest at noon, studied for career preparation after
resting, and found the library best at this time due to less pressure.
Those who preferred the afternoon noted a refreshed mind after
sleeping, focused on revision, read newspapers, and could not
study at night. Those who preferred evening felt better during this
time, prepared notes, memorized easily, studied important topics,
and remained attentive. Those who preferred night mentioned
deep concentration at night, a silent environment, no noise, regular
study habits, being accustomed to night study, more opportunities
to study at night, and a fresh mind after the day.

7.3. Pressure of Studying

Table 3. Analysis of opinions of the respondents on the pressure of study

Opinions Male Students Female Students

P F % F %
Yes 15 38.46 37 57.81
No 24 61.54 27 42.19
Total 39 100.00 64 100.00

Data shows that female students felt more study pressure than
male students due to dissatisfaction with academic results, lack
of interest in studying more, mental strain from excessive study;,
difficulty understanding sociological issues, lack of enjoyment in
studies, poor memorization, doubts about the utility of the subject,
limited institutional resources, inattention in class, psychological
pressure from financial crises, simultaneous pressure from aca-
demic study and job preparation, and the vast curriculum content
hindering understanding.

On the other hand, most of the respondents did not feel any
study pressure because it contributed to a better future, fulfilled
their dreams, enriched personal development, and supported
overall career and future growth.

7.4. Opinions on Study

Table 4. Analysis of opinions of the respondents on the study

Opinions Male Students Female Students

F % F %
Very pleasant 2 5.13 2 3.13
Pleasant 24 61.54 38 59.37
Painful 13 33.33 24 37.50
Total 39 100.00 64 100.00

Data shows that most of the respondents, both male and
female, found their studies pleasant. Only a few respondents
felt it was very pleasant, while some experienced pressure and
dissatisfaction with the results. Both male and female students
sometimes found studying painful due to dissatisfaction and
difficulty understanding sociological issues.
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7.5. Academic Achievements and Fathers Occupations

Table 5. Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and
fathers’ occupation of the respondents

Occupa- Result of the Male Result of the Female
tions Students (GPA) Students (GPA)

2.50- 2.75- 3.00- 3.25- 3.50- 3.75+ 2.50- 2.75- 3.00- 3.25- 3.50- 3.75+

274 299 324 349 374 274 299 324 349 3.74

% % % % % % % % % % % %
Service - - 513 256 256 - 1.56 - 6.25 1250 3.13 1.56
Business - - 2.56 2.56 - - 1.56 1.56 7.82 1406 4.69 -
Lawyer - - - - - - - - - - 1.56 -
Farmer - - 33.33 1282 256 - - 1.56 6.25 10.06 4.69 -
Retired - 256 513 2.56 - - 1.56 1.56 1.56 - - -
Migrant - - - 256 - - - - - 1.56 - -
Van puller - - - 256 - - - - - - - -
Black- - - 256 - - - - - - - - -
smith
Day - - - - - - - - 156 156 -
Laborer
None - 256 769 7.69 - - 1.5 - 1.5 6.69 - -

and obtained good results. Male respondents who achieved the
best results also tended to live in halls.

7.7. Monthly Expenditure and Academic Achievements

Table 7. Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and
expenditure of the respondents

Expen-  Result of the Male Result of the Female

diture Students (GPA) Students (GPA)

(BDT) 2.50- 2.75- 3.00- 3.25- 3.50- 3.75+ 2.50- 2.75- 3.00- 3.25- 3.50-
274 299 324 349 3.74 274 299 324 349 374

% % % %o % %o % % % %o % %o

3.75+

>2000 - - - - - - - 1.56 156 - - -
2000- - 2.56 2821 1026 2.56 - 1.56 - 313 2344 156 -
4000

4000- - - 20.21 23.08 2.56 - 1.56 - 17.19 2344 1094 -
6000

6000- - 2.56 256 - - - 156 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.56
8000

8000+ - - 513 - - - 1.56 156 - - 1.56 -

Encouragement and family support are crucial for students
to achieve the best results. Financially solvent families tend to
encourage their daughters to pursue higher education, considering
security issues and other necessities for the female students. This
study clearly shows that most of the fathers of female students
were service holders or businesspeople. It is also noteworthy that,
in the current context of Bangladesh, farmers are increasingly
encouraging their daughters to receive higher education, and
the female students are achieving good academic results. In this
academic session, female students performed much better than
male students, with 11 female students securing a GPA of 3.50 or
above.

7.6. Residence and Academic Achievements

Respondents usually lived in their own homes, university halls,
messes, or rented houses, depending on their status and pref-
erences. University halls, located on campus, provide the most
suitable environment for study and help students achieve the best
results. Residence therefore plays an important role in academic
performance. Female students preferred halls for study opportu-
nities and security reasons, and generally avoided messes. The
table shows that most of the female respondents lived in halls and
obtained good results. Male respondents who achieved the best
results also tended to live in halls (Table 6).

Table 6. Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and
residence of the respondents

Result of the Male
Students (GPA)

Result of the Female

Resi- Students (GPA)

dence 250- 275 3.00- 325 350- 3.75+ 250- 275 3.00- 325 3.50- 375+
274 299 324 349 374 274 299 324 349 3.74
% % % % % % % % % % % %
Own - 256 - 256 - - 156 156 - 313 156 156
Home
Hall - 256 4103 2821 513 - 313 313 2344 4219 1094 -
Mess - - 1538 256 - - 156 - - - 156 -
Rent - - - - - - - - - 313 - -
House
House of - - - - - - - - - - 1.56 -

Grand
Mother

Respondents usually lived in their own homes, university
halls, messes, or rented houses, depending on their status and
preferences. University halls, located on campus, provide the
most suitable environment for study and help students achieve
the best results. Residence therefore plays an important role in
academic performance. Female students preferred halls for study
opportunities and security reasons, and generally avoided messes.
The table shows that most of the female respondents lived in halls

a [}
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Most of the respondents lived in halls, which helped them to save
money and maintain their living expenses between 4,000 and 8,000
taka per month. There was a little difference between male and
female students in this regard. The average monthly expenditure
of the male students is about 4436 taka, and the average monthly
expenditure of the female students is about 4656 taka.

7.8. Sources of Expenditure

Data shows that most of the male respondents covered their
monthly expenses with money received from their fathers. Some
were involved in private tuition to meet study-related challenges.
On the other hand, most of the female respondents received money
from both father and mother, with fewer engaged in private tuition
due to its scarcity in Rajshabhi.

Table 8. Analysis of the sources of expenditure of the respondents

Sources Male Students Female Students
F % F %
Self 6 15.38 4 6.25
Father 29 74.36 19 29.69
Mother 29 74.36 4 6.25
Brother 4 10.26 4 6.25
Sister - - 1 1.56
Scholarship 1 2.56 2 3.13
Tuition 4 10.26 7 10.94
Husband - 3 4.69

Taking multiple answers

7.9. Preparation of Examination of the Respondents

Examinations are held twice (midterm and final) per semester,
with two semesters per year. In the last semester of the respective
year, a seminar presentation is required, and groups are formed
after the second semester begins. Respondents showed varied ap-
proaches to exam preparation: studying in advance, using course-
based notes and internet materials, following class lectures, seek-
ing teacher guidance, and studying whenever interested. Serious
students studied regularly and attentively, used the seminar library,
followed the syllabus, and worked intensively. Very few were
inattentive or irregular due to psychological pressure or frustration
with results. A small number of the respondents provided no
comments on their preparation.

7.10. Opinions for the Development of the Students

Respondents offered suggestions for the students’ development.
Male students emphasized careful time management, complet-
ing study activities on time, maintaining continuity in studies,
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ensuring physical and psychological fitness, acquiring practical
skills, providing quality education, developing a strong curriculum,
mentoring freshers’, offering financial support to poor students,
teaching ICT skills, focusing on career development, identifying
students’ problems, reducing academic pressure, and encouraging
practical activities.

Female students suggested hard work, regular and attentive
study, reduced mobile phone use, effective time management,
creating a friendly study environment, caring for psychological
and physical health, arranging service-based learning and train-
ing, conducting educational research, organizing seminars and
workshops for career development, building moral and ethical
qualities, goal-oriented planning, including practical alongside
theoretical knowledge, ensuring a safe education environment,
reducing social media distraction, promoting effective learning
over pressure, contributing to national welfare, developing men-
tality and additional skills, reducing corruption and disparity,
and participating in extracurricular activities. These opinions
from respondents can significantly help students to improve their
studies and future careers.

8. Conclusion

Distinct differences are evident in the activities of the respondents
when centred on academic performance. In terms of daily time
allocation, female students spend more time attending classes,
studying, and sleeping compared to the male students. Conversely,
male students devote more time to mobile phone usage, social
media, and gossiping than their female counterparts. With regard
to study hours, female students allocate significantly more time to
studying during the early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, and
evening periods compared to the male students. Male students,
however, tend to spend more time studying at night. Although
female students generally achieve better examination results than
male students, they perceive academic tasks as more stressful
than do their male counterparts. Many female respondents even
describe studying as painful. The occupational status of the fathers
of the female students is generally higher than that of the male
students. This factor contributes to the best academic performance
of the female students. The majority of the respondents reside in
university halls of residence. Compared to those living in other
accommodations, hall residents demonstrate better examination
results. In terms of monthly expenditure, the female students incur
higher amounts than the male students, which plays a positive role
in facilitating their better academic outcomes. A greater diversity
of funding sources for these expenditures is observed among
the female students compared to the male students. Effective
examination preparation plays a crucial role in achieving good
academic results. In this regard, the female students make greater
efforts to prepare according to a structured and proper plan
compared to the male students.

9. Policy Recommendation

The measures that can be taken to ensure students’ best academic
performance and future success include: studying in a timely
and disciplined manner, acquiring practical life-oriented activities
and skills, arranging mentoring programs for the newly admitted
students, reducing mobile phone usage, focusing on effective time
management, and ensuring the provision of quality education for
the students.

B REFERENCES

[1] Abedin, N. F. Z., Musa, A. H., Idris, A. R., Selamat, S. M., Ba-
haruddin, F. N. & Antara, P. M. (2023). Exploring Gender and
Faculty Disparity in Academic Performance at UiTM Serem-
ban Campus. International Journal of Academic Research
in Business and Social Sciences, 13(11):6-12, DOI:10.6007/1-
JARBSS/v13-i11/19145

[2] Abuh, Y. P. (2021). Influence of Gender on Students’ Aca-
demic Achievement in Science and Technology Education
When Taught Using Innovative Strategies. https://ajstme.com
.ng/admin/img/paper/14%20-%2020%20AJSTME6_2-17.pdf
7(1):14-20, https://www.ajstme.com.ng

[3] Adamides, E. D. (2023). Activity theory for understanding
and managing system innovations. International Journal of
Innovation Studies, 7: 127-141, https://doi.org/10.1016/}.ijis.2
022.12.001

[4] Adekitan, A. 1. & Shobayo, O. (2020). Gender-based compari-
son of students’ academic performance using regression mod-
els. Engineering and Applied Science Research, 47(3):241-243,
doi: 10.14456/easr.2020.27

[5] Aden, A. A. (2025). What Matters to Academic Performance:
A Brief Review of Literature. International Journal of Scien-
tific Research and Management (IISRM), 13(02):3930-3950.
DOI: 10.18535/ijsrm/v13i02.el04

[6] Ahmad, A. H., Rani, M. J. A., Shaari, M. S., Kasim, A. N.
C., Masnan, F., Alias, N. S. & Shamsudin, M. F. (2024).
Exploring the impact of a sense of purpose on academic
performance: Unveiling the moderating influence of time
management. Social Sciences & Humanities Open, 10:1-8,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssah0.2024.101174

—
~
—

Aisida, A. M. (2021). Predicting Students’ Academic Per-
formance Using Artificial Neural Network: A Review of
Intrinsic and Extraneous Factors. Proceedings of the Accra
Bespoke Multidisciplinary Innovations Conference. University
of Ghana/Academic City University College, Accra, Ghana.
261-272.www.isteams.net/ghanabespoke2021. DOI https://-
doi.org/ 10.22624/AIMS/ABMIC2021-V2-P20

Alam, M. M., Arafat, M. Y., Raz, N. H. & Islam, S. (2025).
Poverty and Higher Education: Exploring the Lived Experi-
ences of Financially Struggling Students at the University
of Rajshahi. International Journal of Academic and Applied
Research (ITAAR), 9(9): 101-107. http://www.ijeais.org/ijaar

—
o
—_—

—
e
—

Alatise, K.R., Adeyinka, Y.T., Lawal, M.O. & Umar, K.O.
(2024). Gender disparity and academic performance among
the undergraduates of Fountain University, Osogbo. Acta
Politica Polonica, 1(57):25-38, DOI: 10.18276/ap.2024.57-02.

[10

—_

Almoslamani, Y. (2022). The impact of learning strategies on
the academic achievement of university students in Saudi
Arabia. Learning and Teaching in HigherEducation: Gulf
Perspectives, 18(1):4-18, Emerald Publishing Limited , DOI
10.1108/LTHE-08-2020-0025

[11

—

Alyami, A.; Abdulwahed, A.; Azhar, A.; Binsaddik, A. &
Bafaraj, S. M. (2021). Impact of Time-Management on the
Student’s Academic Performance: A Cross-Sectional Study.

VoLuME XXVI IssuE V VERsION | - 2026

il +


https://ajstme.com.ng/admin/img/paper/14%20-%2020%20AJSTME6_2-17.pdf
https://ajstme.com.ng/admin/img/paper/14%20-%2020%20AJSTME6_2-17.pdf
https://www.ajstme.com.ng
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijis.2022.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijis.2022.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2024.101174
http://www.ijeais.org/ijaar

REPON

(12]

(13]

(14]

[15]

[16]

(17]

(18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

(22]

(23]

[24]

42

Creative Education, 12:471-485. https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2
021.123033

Anglin, A. H., Kincaid, P. A., Short, J. C. & Allen, D. G. (2022).
Role Theory Perspectives: Past, Present, and Future Applica-
tions of Role Theories in Management Research. Journal of
Management 1-34, DOI: 10.1177/01492063221081442

Arugaslan, E. (2024). Examining the relationship of aca-
demic dishonesty with academic procrastination, and time
management in distance education. Heliyon, 10:1-14, https:
//doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e38827

Arumugam, A., Shanmugavelu, G., Yusof, F. H. B. M., Hamid,
M. B. A., Manickam, N., Ilias, K. & Singh, J. S. A. (2021).
The Importance of Time Management for the Successful of
Teenagers’ in Education: An Overview. EPRA International
Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (IJMR), 7(8):330-339,
https://doi.org/10.36713/epra8291

Balogun, O. S., Olaleye, S. A. & Ibidoja, O.J. (2020). University
Student’s Academic Performance: An Approach of Tau
Statistic, Proceedings of the 36th International Business
Information Management Association (IBIMA), ISBN: 978-0-
9998551-5-7, 4-5 November 2020, Granada, Spain.

Biddle, B. J. (1986). Recent developments in role theory.
Annual Review of Sociology, 12: 67-92.

Bhatti, U., Chohan, M. N., Effendi, S., Khidri, F. F., Ahmadani,
R. & Ghaffar, B. (2023). Gender-Based Variation in the Aca-
demic Performance of Medical Students: A Cross-Sectional
Study. Biosight, 04(02-03):45-50.

Catherinei, M. (2020). Gender Difference in Academic
Achievement of Students in Kinangop Sub County, Nyan-
darua County, Kenya. European Journal of Social Sciences
Studies, 5(4):19-35, DOI: 10.46827/ejsss.v5i4.863

Cimen, O. F. & Serin, N. B. (2021). University Students'
Attitudes Towards Gender Roles Predicting Their Value
Orientation. Participatory Educational Research (PER) Vol.
8(4):171-185, http://dx.doi.org/10.17275/per.21.84.8.4

Claessens, B. J. C., Van Eerde, W, Rutte, C. G., & Roe, R. A.
(2007). A review of the time management literature. Personnel
Review, 36, 255-276.

Cyril, A. V. (2015). Time Management and Academic Achieve-
ment of Higher Secondary Students. i-manager’s Journal on
School Educational Technology, 10(3):38-43.

Deng, Y. (2024). Gender Socialization and Its Impact on
Educational Choices. Dean & Francis, pp.1-4, https://doi.org/
10.61173/6kg2rk08

Efron, N. (2023). Ten tips for efficient academic time man-
agement. CLINICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL OPTOMETRY,
106(7):691-693, https://doi.org/10.1080/08164622.2022.2139
592

Elger, D. (2007). Theory of performance. Faculty guidebook: A
comprehensive tool for improving faculty performance, 1:19-22
https://www.scribd.com/document/402680151/Theory-of-Per
formance-pdf

GJHSS-G

[25] Eseine-Aloja & Ebahi, C, (2021). Effects of Gender on the

[27

28

[29

[35

—_

—_

|

[t

[t}

—_—

—_—

—_

—_

Academic Performance of Public-School Biology Students
Participating in School Organised Extra-mural Classes. Sapi-
entia Foundation Journal of Education, Sciences and Gender
Studies (SFJESGS), 3(1):337-349.

Etaga, H. O., Nwagboo, C. J.,, Etaga, N. C., Umeh, E. U,
Awopeju, B. & Eriobu, N. (2017). Gender and Academic
Performances. International Journal of Mathematics and
Statistics Studies, 5(4):6-17.

Firdous, M. & Ali, S. M. (2017). Tertiary Academic Success:
A Review of Factors in the Context of Ecological Model.
Journal of Education & Social Sciences, 5(2): 87-105.DOI:
10.20547/jess0521705201

Fu, Y., Wang, Q., Wang, X., Zhong, H., Chen, J., Fei, H,,
Yao, Y., Xiao, Y., Li, W. & Li, N. (2025). Unlocking academic
success: the impact of time management on college students’
study engagement. BMC Psychology, 13(323):1-12, https:
//doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-02619-x

Gabdrakhmanova, R. G., Garnaeva, G. I, Nefediev, L. A. &
Garipov, I. B. (2019). The Influence of the Gender Factor
on the Quality of Education in the University. Proceedings:
V International Forum on Teacher Education ( IFTE):, 1351-
1359, doi:10.3897/ap.1.e1282

Galaviz, G. O., Zazueta, L. A., Campas, C. Y. Q., Lirios, C. G. &
Ruiz, G. B. (2025). Impact of Time Management on Academic
Performance, Journal of Information Systems Engineering and
Management. 10(21s):46-65. https://www.jisem-journal.com/

Gicana, C. A. F. & Daradar, R. I. (2023). Impact of Gender
Stereotype on Student’s Self-Concept and Academic Perfor-
mance in Science. Aseana Journal of Science and Education,
3(2):29-37, DOLI: https://doi.org/10.53797/aseana.v3i2.4.2023

Godara, A. K. (2024). Gender equality in educational in-
stitutions. International Journal of Science and Research
Archive. 13(01):1849-1857, DOI: https://doi.org/10.30574/i-
jsra.2024.13.1.1801

Gomez-Diago, G. (2020). Functionalist Theory. The SAGE
International Encyclopedia of Mass Media and Society, Debra
L. Merskin (edi.), SAGE Publications, Inc.

Illahi, B. Y. & Khandai, H. (2015). Academic Achievements
and Study Habits of College Students of District Pulwama.
Journal of Education and Practice, 6(31):1-6.

Ismailova, R. S. & Zayniddinova, Z. S. (2023). Importance of
Time Management for Students. Proceedings of International
Conference on Modern Science and Scientific Studies, Hosted
online from Paris, France, Website: econferenceseries.com

pp-3-9

Jaafar, N. F. A., Bakar, A. A., Mustafa, M. B. & Selamat, T.
(2025). Gender Differences in Self-Concept and Its Impact on
Academic Performance Among Adolescents. International
Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (jriss),
IX(I11):4415-4419, DOLI: https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2
025.90300353


https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2021.123033
https://doi.org/10.4236/ce.2021.123033
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e38827
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e38827
https://doi.org/10.36713/epra8291
http://dx.doi.org/10.17275/per.21.84.8.4
https://doi.org/10.61173/6kg2rk08
https://doi.org/10.61173/6kg2rk08
https://doi.org/10.1080/08164622.2022.2139592
https://doi.org/10.1080/08164622.2022.2139592
https://www.scribd.com/document/402680151/Theory-of-Performance-pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/402680151/Theory-of-Performance-pdf
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-02619-x
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-02619-x
https://www.jisem-journal.com/
https://doi.org/10.53797/aseana.v3i2.4.2023
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90300353
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90300353

(37]

(38]

[39]

[40]

[41]

[42]

[43]

[44]

[45]

[46]

[47]

(48]

[49]

GENDER-BASED MULTIFACETED ACTIVITIES AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE: LESSONS LEARNED FROM TERTIARY EDUCATION

Jackson, V. P. (2009). Time Management: A Realistic Ap-
proach. Journal of the American College of Radiology, https:
/lwww.jacr.org/issue/S1546-1440(09)X0005-0):434-436.

Karisa, E. & Mwikamba, G. (2024). Effects of gender roles
on the education of pupils in Ewuaso Kedong Division of
Kajiado County. The Strategic Journal of Business & Change
Management, 11 (4):1367 — 1376. http://dx.doi.org/10.61426/s]
bcm.v11i4.3163

Kassaw C. & Demareva V. (2023). Determinants of aca-
demic achievement among higher education student found
in low resource setting, A systematic review. PLOS ONE
18(11):e0294585. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0
294585

Keyes, H., Harvey A. & Lee, E. (2025). Expecting better:
effectively conveying time allocation expectations to students.
Studies in Higher Education, 50(9):2085-2096 https://doi.org/
10.1080/03075079.2024.2411571

Kisigot, C. K., Ogula, P. A. & Munyua, J. (2021). Effects
of Gender on Students’ Academic Achievement in Public
Secondary Schools in Marakwet East Sub County, Kenya.
International Journal of Humanities Social Sciences and
Education (ITHSSE), 8(3):01-10, (March) https://doi.org/10.2
0431/2349-0381.0803001

Liao, T. F., Beckman, J., Marzolph, E., Riederer, C., Sayler,
J. & Schmelkin, L. (2013). The social definition of time for
university students. Time & Society, 22(1) 119-151. DOI:
10.1177/0961463X11404385

Lil, J., Zhao, S. & Zhang, J. (2021). University Students’
Weekly Time Use and Its Influential Factors: A Case Study in
China. Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities
Research, volume 571, Proceedings of the 2021 5th Interna-
tional Seminar on Education, pp.266-275

Lukal, L., Garba, Y. B. & Sa’ad, M. (2025). Impact of Students’
Self-Efficacy on Academic Achievement in Nigeria Global
Journal of Research in Education & Literature, 05(03):114-117.

Mapanje, E. (2024). Influence of Parental Gender Roles
on Children's Academic Performance. European Journal of
Gender Studies, 6(2):45-55.

Masnan, F., Rani, M. J. A,, Alias, N. S., Esquivias, M. A,
Shaari, M. S. & Kustiningsih, N. (2025). The role of sense
of purpose, time management, attendance, sleep and self-
esteem in academic performance among university students
in Malaysia. Social Sciences & Humanities Open, 11(4): 1-11,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssah0.2024.101258

Milton, D. (2007). Sociological theory: an introduction to
Functionalism. N/A. (Unpublished) Viewed on 17.12.2025

Moraga-Pumarino, A., Salvo-Garrido, S. & Ortiz-Cea, V.
(2025). Gender, Self-Efficacy, and Academic Performance: Ev-
idence in Business Education Program. Behavioral Sciences,
15(5):1-17, https://doi.org/10.3390/ bs15050563

Morf, M. E., & Weber, W. G. (2000). I/O Psychology and
the bridging of A. N. Leont'ev's activity theory. Canadian
Psychology, 41(2):81-93. https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/
h0088234

[50] Munir, H., Igbal, M. & Munawar, U. (2024). Discipline

[51

[52

[53

|

—_—

—_—

[54]

[56

[59

(60

[61

—_

|

—_—

|

—

in Education, and its relationship with Students’ Aca-
demic Achievement at University Level. Pakistan Journal
of Humanities and Social Sciences, 12(01):396-402, DOI:
10.52131/pjhss.2024.v12i1.2023

Nasir, F., Almuraikhi, A., Alkusayer, A., Saeed, F., Alkushi,
A., Alowfi, A. S., AlGhaihab, M. & Nasir, F. (2025). Assessing
Gender Differences in the Students’ Academic Performance,
Aptitude, Assessing Gender Differences in the Students’
Academic Performance, Aptitude, Emotional Intelligence
and Grit Emotional Intelligence and Grit. Health Professions
Education 2025;11:55-63.

Nasrullah, S. & Khan, M. S. (2015). The Impact of Time
Management on the Students’ Academic Achievements.
Journal of Literature, Languages and Linguistics, 11:66-71,
www.iiste.org

Obi, D. 0., Ajigo, J. O. & John, E. 1. (2024). Effect of Gender
Deviants on Students’ Academic Performance in English
Language and Mathematics (ELM) in WASSCE in Public
and Private Secondary Schools in Cross River State, Nigeria.
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews,
5(6):1194-1203.

Osijirin, A., Nwafor, C. E., Edmond, V. U. & Mohammed,
S. (2025). Gender Influence on Academic Achievement in
Computer Studies among Senior Secondary School Students
in Enugu Education Zone, Enugu State. International Journal
of Innovative Science and Research Technology, 10(3):414-417,
https://doi.org/10.38124/ijisrt/25mar584

Parajuli, M. & Thapa, A. (2017). Gender Differences
in the Academic Performance of Students. Journal of
Development and Social Engineering, 3(1): 39-47. DOL:
10.3126/jdse.v3i1.27958

Pedrajas, R. P. & Jalandoni, N. D. (2023). Promoting Gender
Equality in the Classroom: Teachers’ Challenges and Strate-
gies. Journal for Educators, Teachers and Trainers, 14(3):390-
398. DOI: 10.47750/jett.2023.14.03.048

Pirmohamed, S., Debowska, A. and Boduszek, D. (2017).
Gender differences in the correlates of academic achievement
among university students. Journal of Applied Research in
Higher Education, 9(2): 313-324.

Portillo, H. L. (2023). Impact of Culture on Students’ Aca-
demic Achievement in the Classroom. Capstone Projects and
Master’s Theses, California State University, https:/digitalcom
mons.csumb.edu/caps_thes_all

Quadlina, N. (2018). The Mark of a Woman’s Record: Gender
and Academic Performance in Hiring. American Sociological
Review, 83(2):331-360, DOI: 10.1177/0003122418762291

Razali, S. N. A. M., Rusiman, M. S., Gan, W. S. & Arbin N.
(2018). The Impact of Time Management on Students’ Aca-
demic Achievement. IOP Conf. Series: Journal of Physics: Conf.
Series 995 012042:1-7, doi :10.1088/1742-6596/995/1/012042

Rudhumbu, N. (2022). A Gender-Based Analysis of Class-
room Interaction Practices: The Effect Thereof on University
Students’ Academic Performance. International Journal of

VoLuME XXVI IssuE V VERsION | - 2026

I


https://www.jacr.org/issue/S1546-1440(09)X0005-0
https://www.jacr.org/issue/S1546-1440(09)X0005-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.61426/sjbcm.v11i4.3163
http://dx.doi.org/10.61426/sjbcm.v11i4.3163
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294585
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294585
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2024.2411571
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2024.2411571
https://doi.org/10.20431/2349-0381.0803001
https://doi.org/10.20431/2349-0381.0803001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2024.101258
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/h0088234
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/h0088234
https://digitalcommons.csumb.edu/caps_thes_all
https://digitalcommons.csumb.edu/caps_thes_all

REPON

[62]

[63]

[64]

[65]

[66]

[67]

[68]

[69]

[70]

[71]

[72]

(73]

44

Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 21(5):22-45,
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.21.5.2

Santiago, P., Tremblay, B. K., Ester & Arnal, E. (2008). Tertiary
Education for the Knowledge Society. Volume 1, Special
Features: Governance, Funding, Quality, OECD publications,
http://www.oecd.org/publishing/corrigenda.

Shadurski, V.G. & Lukina, L.S. (edi.) .(2016). Gender equality
in higher education system: ways and means of achievement.
Sweden: Raoul Wallenberg Institute.

Singh, P. (2023). Empowering Women Through Higher
Education: Breaking Gender Barriers. Journal of Research in
Humanities and Social Science, 11(10):244-248

Skrbinjek, V. (2023). Time Students Spend Studying: Quality
Time or Poor Time Management. International Conference,
Valetta, Malta & Online, pp.311-320

Smith, A. N., Watkins, M. B., Burke, M. J., Christian, M. S.,
Smith, C. E., Hall, A. & Simm, S. (2013). Gendered Influence:
A Gender Role Perspective on the Use and Effectiveness of
Influence Tactics. Journal of Management, 39(5):1156-1183,
DOI: 10.1177/0149206313478183

Tsekpo, P. A., Samson, O. & Oludhe, D. (2023). Gender Dif-
ference in Academic Performance Among Learners in Basic
Design and Technology Sewing: A Case Study of Ashanti-
Mampong Municipality. Journal of Emerging Technologies
and Innovative Research (JETIR), 10(10):661-670.

Terzi, E., Isik, U, Inan, B. C., Akyildiz, C. & Ustun, U.
D. (2024). University students’ free time management and
quality of life: the mediating role of leisure satisfaction. BMC
Psychology, 12(239):1-14, https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-024
-01745-2

Ubabudu, M.C. (2024). Students Perception of the Impact
of Gender on Students’ Academic Performance at Post-
Secondary Education: The Case of Air Force Institute of
Technology (AFIT) Kaduna. British Journal of Education,
12(11):13-31, doi: https://doi.org/10.37745/bje.2013/vol12n11
1331

Ullah, N. & Yousaf, M. (2020). Self-efficacy and Students’
Academic Performance: Examining Gender Differences at
Higher Secondary Level. Pakistan Social Sciences Review,
March, 4(1):27-39.

Van der Horst, M. (2016). Role Theory. In: Sociology. Oxford
University Press.

Victor, A. A., Babajide, J., Gesiere, S. S. & Olayinka, W. (2024).
Gender Influence and Academic Performance in Nigerian
Universities System: A Study of Babcock University and
University of Lagos. Wukari International Studies Journal,
8(8):174-185, December.

Vieriu, A. M., & Petrea, G. (2025). The Impact of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) on Students’ Academic Development. Edu-
cation Sciences, 15(3), 343, https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci150
30343

II GJHSS-G

[74] Wolters, C. A. & Brady, A. C. (2021). College Students’

Time Management: a Self-Regulated Learning Perspective.
Educational Psychology Review, 33:1319-1351, https://doi.org/
10.1007/s10648-020-09519-z

[75] Yazhini, P. K., Priya, V. V. & Gayathri, R. (2021). Awareness

on Time Management Techniques among College Students.
Journal of Research in Medical and Dental Science, 9(2):243-
248.


https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.21.5.2
http://www.oecd.org/publishing/corrigenda
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-024-01745-2
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-024-01745-2
https://doi.org/10.37745/bje.2013/vol12n111331
https://doi.org/10.37745/bje.2013/vol12n111331
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci15030343
https://doi.org/10.3390/educsci15030343
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-020-09519-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-020-09519-z

	Gender-Based Multifaceted Activities and Academic Performance: Lessons Learned from Tertiary Education
	Introduction
	Objectives of the Study
	Ideas on Time management
	Review of the Related Literature
	Theoretical Framework
	Research Methodology
	Results and Discussion
	Conclusion
	Policy Recommendation


{
  "abstract": "Education plays a supportive role in fostering the development of human values. In Bangladesh, women’s participation in higher education has become remarkably prominent. The present study was conducted among the students enrolled in the 2020-2021 academic session in the Department of Sociology at the University of Rajshahi. All students from that academic session were considered respondents, yielding a total sample of 103 participants. The study adopted a mixed-methods approach, employing both social survey and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) techniques. For the survey, a structured questionnaire comprising both open-ended and closed-ended questions was used, while a checklist served as the tool for the FGD. Quantitative data obtained from the survey were presented and analysed in tabular form, supplemented by qualitative insights derived from the FGD. The findings clearly indicate distinct gender-based differences in academic engagement and performance. Time management emerged as a critical factor influencing students’ results. Compared to their male counterparts, female students devote significantly more time to regular classes and self-study. They allocate more study hours across different periods of the day- early morning, noon, afternoon, and evening. Although female students generally achieve better academic results than male students, they tend to experience greater perceived stress related to studying. The fathers of the female students generally hold higher occupational status than those of male students, this factor appears to contribute to the superior academic performance of the female students. Respondents residing in university halls of residence demonstrate better academic outcomes. Most of the participants live in halls, their monthly expenses are relatively low. Female students, compared to male students, receive financial support from a wider variety of sources. Female students are more likely than male students to prepare for examinations through consistent and regular study routines. According to the respondents, implementing appropriate measures to support the overall development of the students would help to ensure improved academic performance. Multifaceted patterns of engagement and academic activities were also observed among the respondents in relation to these outcomes.",
  "article_type": "Research Article",
  "authors": [
    {
      "affiliations": [
        "University of Rajshahi"
      ],
      "is_corresponding": true,
      "name": "Dr. Abu Russel Md. Repon",
      "role": "corresponding"
    }
  ],
  "classifications": [
    {
      "codes": "HM585",
      "scheme": "LCC"
    },
    {
      "codes": "301.071",
      "scheme": "DDC"
    },
    {
      "codes": "1608",
      "scheme": "ANZSRC FOR"
    },
    {
      "codes": "316.346.2",
      "scheme": "UDC"
    }
  ],
  "dates": {
    "accepted": "2026-05-25",
    "ahead_of_print_date": "2026-06-20",
    "article_publish_date": "2026-09-29",
    "individual_early_view_date": "2026-06-10",
    "online_published": "2026-06-20",
    "print_published_date": "2026-10-09",
    "published": "2026-09-29",
    "received": "2026-05-13"
  },
  "doi": "10.34257/GJHSSG257322",
  "issue": "5",
  "journal": "Global Journal of Human-Social Science",
  "keywords": [
    "Academic Performance",
    "Education",
    "Gender",
    "Tertiary education",
    "Time management"
  ],
  "language": "en",
  "pages": "35-44",
  "public_urls": {
    "ar_experience_url": "https://globaljournals.org/scholarly-articles/gender-academics/?view-vr=1",
    "crm_article_url": "https://globaljournals.org/scholarly-articles/gender-academics/",
    "doi_url": "https://doi.org/10.34257/GJHSSG257322",
    "research_article_pdf_url": "https://globaljournals.org/GJHSS_Volume26/gender-and-academic-performance-in-tertiary-ed.pdf?v=1790423490630"
  },
  "publisher": "Global Journals Inc. (USA)",
  "schema": "gj-public-article-metadata/v1",
  "short_title": "Gender and Academic Performance in Tertiary Ed",
  "title": "Gender-Based Multifaceted Activities and Academic Performance: Lessons Learned from Tertiary Education",
  "volume": "26",
  "year": "2026"
}



---
schema: "gj-article-llm-markdown/v1"
source: "paper_metadata.json + author_package/webview.md"
title: "Gender-Based Multifaceted Activities and Academic Performance: Lessons Learned from Tertiary Education"
doi: "10.34257/GJHSSG257322"
article_id: "257322"
article_type: "Research Article"
language: "en"
journal: "Global Journal of Human-Social Science"
volume: "26"
issue: "5"
authors:
  - "Dr. Abu Russel Md. Repon"
dates:
  accepted: "2026-05-25"
  ahead_of_print_date: "2026-06-20"
  article_acceptance_date: "2026-05-25"
  article_publish_date: "2026-09-29"
  article_published: "2026-09-29"
  article_upload_date: "2026-05-13"
  individual_early_view_date: "2026-06-10"
  online_published: "2026-06-20"
  pre_peer_review_report_date: "2026-05-15"
  print_published_date: "2026-10-09"
  published: "2026-09-29"
  received: "2026-05-13"
---

## 1. Introduction
Education is a fundamental human value that plays a supportive role in leading a disciplined life and contributing to societal development. As a result, the education of both men and women is necessary. Education is a series of progressive activities that facilitate learning or the acquisition of skills, knowledge and values (Alatise et al., 2024). Education is the most important tool in present day living to prosper and live in peace. Education enlightens the mind and soul and helps grow and develop them (Firdous and Ali, 2017). Similarly, Pedrajas and Jalandoni (2023) mentioned that education encompasses more than just knowledge acquisition. It plays a significant part in the process of socialization and the dissemination of standards and ideals like gender equality. Eseine-Aloja and Ebahi (2021) said that education is a tool and process of transformation. According to Adekitan and Shobayo (2020), the value of education is greatly determined by the quality of the education system to which a student is exposed. The importance of tertiary academic success has been accepted for a successful life. The term *tertiary education* is a relatively recent one. Previously, the more common term was *higher education*, but tertiary education was adopted by the review in order to reflect the growing diversity of institutions and programmes (Santiago et al., 2008). University students’ time use decisions vary across students and their activities. These factors are influential to activity contents and/or activity locations, differently (Li1 et al., 2021). In educational institutions, success is measured by academic performance or how well a student meets standards set by the educational institution (Illahi and Khandai, 2015).

In Bangladesh, steps taken to expand women’s education have increased women’s participation in higher education. Despite gender-based differences, their outcomes also vary. Singh (2023) mentioned that higher education has long been recognized as a powerful catalyst for societal change. Higher education is a pathway to economic independence for women. It equips them with the skills needed to enter the workforce, access higher-paying jobs, and contribute significantly to their family’s financial well-being. According to Parajuli and Thapa (2017), gender refers to socially constructed differences between male and female. Obi et al. (2024) mentioned that the word “gender” is a generic term, normally used to indicate the distinction between humans based on the masculinity/feminity dichotomy. Victor et al. (2024) said that gender is a biological as well as socially and culturally constructed concept of masculinity and femininity on individuals’ actions, opportunities, and societal expectations. The concept of gender has impacted every segment of societal interactions including students’ academic performance which encompasses acquisition of information across cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor domains encountered in formal educational environment. Karisa and Mwikamba (2024) mentioned that gender roles in education reflect societal expectations regarding the behaviors, interests, and responsibilities of students based on their gender. These roles influence the learning experiences, educational choices, and academic achievements of pupils. Abedin et al. (2023) also mentioned that gender, being a fundamental aspect of one’s identity, holds the power to influence an individual’s academic trajectory. Gender is mainly used conventionally to describe how society gives certain roles to boys and girls (Gicana and Daradar, 2023).

Time management plays an integral role in students’ day-to-day lives. Effective time management is critical for student success in academics and personal growth. Effective time management not only allows individuals to complete their responsibilities and meet deadlines but also helps reduce stress, increase focus, and create a better work-life balance. Time management is the ability to use one’s time efficiently and effectively. According to Arumugam et al. (2021), time is a priceless resource and continues to pass by without coming back therefore, the secret to achieve success in life is effectively managing this resource that everyone possesses equally and paying sufficient emphasis to plan. Time management is an important tool and capabilities that brought to solve any problem to achieve any success or to have the maximum benefits after putting in minimum inputs. Similarly, Ismailova and Zayniddinova (2023) said that time management for students is of utmost importance to balance their studies with other daily essential tasks. Good time management reflects on your health and also adds to your energy to achieve more. Yazhini et al. (2021) also said that time management is the art of arranging, organizing, and scheduling one’s time for generating more effective and productive work. Students’ academic performance is a measure of how the student has performed for a period in the academic parlance (Aisida, 2021). However, this variation is not only due to the cooperation of the family but also the support of different communities and social systems, which, along with achieving life goals, has a clear impact on their outcomes through various activities.

## 2. Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study was to examine the gender-based multifaceted activities in relation to academic performance at the tertiary level in Bangladesh. Besides this, the following objectives were considered in this study:

a) to identify the daily spending time of the respondents;

b) to investigate the relationship between academic achievements and other associated factors;

c) to find out the differences for examination preparation of the respondents, and

d) to know the opinions of the respondents for the developments.

## 3. Ideas on Time management
The term “time management” became familiar in the 1950s and 1960s as referring to a tool to help managers make better use of available time (Razali et al., 2018). The concept of time management comes from Frederick Winslow Taylor for early analysis of motion and time studies of workers with purpose to reduce unproductive work tasks and time wasting (Arumugam et al. 2021). Liao et al. (2013) proposed the following six types of social time found on a modern university campus that are experienced by individuals. These are scheduled time, timeless time, endless time, compressed time, wasted time, time as goal. Nasrullah and Khan (2015) said that time management plays a vital role in improving students’ academic performance and achievements. Each student should have time management ability which includes setting goals and priorities, using time management mechanism and being organized in using time. They also noted an association between time management abilities and educational outcomes. Yazhini et al. (2021) said that time management can be defined as the skill of organizing and prioritizing how to divide the person’s time between specific activities.

## 4. Review of the Related Literature
Ubabudu (2024) mentioned that education is the whole gamut of imparting lifelong learning skills, reflective learning, shared knowledge, morals, values, and beliefs through effective pedagogical teaching and learning delivery as well as holistic evaluation in self-awareness, relationships, problem-solving skills, emotional, cultural intelligence, creativity, to support individual learners of diverse origins develop their latent potentials, academic, physical, emotional, social, and moral capacities. Several studies on time management, gender issues and academic achievement have been reviewed in the study to find the research gap.

### 4.1. Time Management
Time management as behaviours that aim at achieving an effective use of time while performing certain goal-directed activities. Broadly speaking, time management refers to activities that imply an effective use of time that is deemed to facilitate productivity and alleviate stress. A common feature among the conceptualizations of time management is planning behavior (Claessens et al, 2007). Jackson (2009) said that the implementation of realistic time management plans can improve productivity and the quality of life. Cyril (2015) revealed that female students are better than male students in time management. Alyami et al. (2021) mentioned that the students with positive attitude and who claimed to manage time and meet their deadlines were also had high academic grades. Whereas, short-term and long-term time management were not associated with a high GPA. Li1 et al. (2021) opined that the cross-sectoral perspective emphasizes that a better university life should not only be just a focus of educators, but also need the involvement of stakeholders in other sectors, which are associated with non-studying activities that are directly/indirectly influential to studying time. This study has presented a relatively holistic research framework that can capture university students’ time-use behaviors and influential factors. Efron (2023) revealed that efficient time and space management allows you to be more productive and to enjoy academic life to the fullest. Arugaslan (2024) found a negative relationship between academic dishonesty behavior and time management skills. Therefore, the findings indicate that students with effective time management skills are less likely to engage in academic dishonesty. Ahmad et al. (2024) explored the relationship between a sense of purpose and academic performance among undergraduate students, with time management as a crucial moderator in this investigation. Terzi et al (2024) revealed that the interplay between free time management, leisure satisfaction, and quality of life is influenced by gender, age, and participation in physical activity.

### 4.2. Gender Issues
The term gender was offered by the American psychoanalyst Robert Stoller in the second half of the 20th century to describe the social aspects of gender as opposed to the concept of biological sex, which reflects the actual biological differences between women and men (Shadurski and Lukina, 2016). Females to score significantly higher than males on achievement goal and study time (Pirmohamed et al., 2017; Egata et al., 2017). Quadlina (2018) mentioned that by most measures, girls and women have better academic performance than do boys and men. She also added that women made great strides over the course of the twentieth century, demonstrating strong achievement across levels of education and entering the workforce in record numbers. Gabdrakhmanova et al. (2019) said that women and girls face difficulties on the way to obtaining and completing education. Catherinei (2020) opined that the male students perform better than their female counterparts. Ullah and Yousaf (2020) revealed that there is a positive relationship among the self-efficacy of the students, along with their academic performance. A high level of self-efficacy has been observed in male students as compared to female students. Kisigot et al. (2021) reported that there was a relationship between students’ gender and academic achievement. Wolters and Brady (2021) found that students’ planning and their time management are closely connected. Planning decisions that are focused on cognitive, motivational, or emotional concerns are likely to have implications for students’ use of time. Abuh (2021) revealed that the significant influence of gender on the mean achievement of students in Science and Technology education. Male student’ perform better than female fork in Science and Technology education. Tsekpo et al. (2023) said that males outperformed females in the subjective test in both the pre-test and post-test; females outperformed males in the objective test in both the pre-test and post-test; and that in the practical test, females outperformed males in the pre-test by a small margin but by a larger margin in the post-test. Bhatti et al. (2023) opined that there were notable gender discrepancies among undergraduates, and female students performed much better academically than male students, as indicated by the cumulative grade point average they earned at the university. Deng (2024) mentioned that family, school and society play an important role in shaping an individual’s gender socialization, and that families can break down gender bias by changing their own traditional behaviors, breaking down gender stereotypes, not interfering with their children’s interests, and encouraging and allowing their children to make free choices about their education. Godara (2024) opined that empowering girls through education not only enhances their individual potential but also contributes to economic growth, social stability, and improved health outcomes. Mapanje (2024) revealed that the influence of parental gender roles on children’s academic performance is a multifaceted issue that encompasses various socio-cultural and psychological dynamics. Ubabudu (2024) demonstrated that female students perform noticeably better academically than their male counterparts. Alatise et al. (2024) opined that female students were discovered to have outperformed their male counterparts in virtually all academic programmes, including those generally classified as male-concentrated ones.

Nasir et al. (2025) mentioned that a combination of social, psychological and socioeconomic factors inﬂuences gender inconsistencies in academic performance, acknowledging these factors is essential for creating educational strategies and addressing gender-speciﬁc learning styles, taking into consideration external stressors in improving effective teaching strategies, ensuring equity in academic aptitude, and providing full potentiality for both genders. Moraga-Pumarino et al. (2025) mentioned that the gender differences in academic self-efficacy among business students, emphasizing the importance of tailored interventions. Their findings indicate that women, in particular, could benefit from initiatives that strengthen personal efficacy beliefs and address cultural barriers. Osijirin et al. (2025) recommended encouraging female students to engage confidently in computer studies and called for equitable learning opportunities regardless of gender.

### 4.3. Academic Achievements
Illahi and Khandai (2015) opined that good study habits include being organized, keeping good notes and reading textbook, listening in class, and working every day. Bad study habits include skipping class, not doing work, watching too much TV or playing video games instead of studying, and losing work. Without good study habits, a student cannot succeed. Adekitan and Shobayo (2020) revealed that there is a tendency for the performance of female students to progressively improve from the first to the final year, whereas for male students, a tendency for performance decline is noted. This may be due to peer pressure and the social lifestyle of male students which provide major avenues of distraction from the academic demands of a modern-day university. Arumugam et al. (2021) mentioned that their study influences the relationship between the time management that impact academic achievement of the teenagers. Almoslamani (2022) found that learning strategies are a significant predictor of students’ academic achievement. Students have to pay more attention to the use of these learning strategies if they are to enhance their academic performance. Rudhumbu (2022) opined that interaction levels have a significant influence on the academic performance of all university students. Abedin et al. (2023) opined that academic performance is a critical aspect of students’ educational journey, reflecting their learning outcomes and overall success. Portillo (2023) mentioned that it is important to understand that students learn in different ways and that holding everyone accountable will predict the result in the classroom environment. For that reason, understanding students’ culture and what culture entails is key to helping students and families. Skrbinjek (2023) opined that good time management is a crucial aspect of academic success. People who effectively manage their time experience reduced tension and stress, and have fewer difficulties balancing work and family as well as issues related to well-being. Kassaw and Demareva (2023) identified many factors that affect academic achievement, including controllable factors such as facility-related variables, emotional factors, and lifestyle factors. They also added that academic success is a measure of students’ ability to attain their educational objectives, often assessed through regular evaluations or examinations.

Ubabudu (2024) opined that poor quality education is widely acknowledged to have some adverse effects on student’s academic performance, poor lifestyle choices, professional growth and development, and general well-being, which will conversely affect the growth and development of the country. Munir et al. (2024) viewed that discipline in education is a critical aspect that plays a pivotal role in shaping academic achievement at the university level.

Aden (2025) said that students’ academic success plays a vital role in the economic prosperity and social development of any society and reflects the quality of the education system that produces high-skilled, knowledgeable and experienced graduates who will become effective leaders and hardworking manpower. Jaafar et al. (2025) opined that academic excellence is influenced by a multitude of factors, including self-concept, students’ attitudes, and their intrinsic motivation. As such, prioritizing core subjects while fostering a holistic learning environment is crucial to ensuring an integrated and effective educational process, ultimately leading to improved academic performance. Luka1et al. (2025) showed that self-efficacy has a significant impact on students’ academic achievement. Specifically, students with high self-efficacy tend to perform better academically compared to those with low self-efficacy. Masnan et al. (2025) provided valuable insights into the effects of self-esteem, sleep quality, class attendance, time management, and sense of purpose on academic performance among undergraduate students in Malaysia. Positive and statistically significant relationship with academic performance. Fu et al. (2025) mentioned that self-control and mobile phone dependence act as significant mediators in the relationship between time management and study engagement. Galaviz et al. (2025) mentioned that a low level of correlation between grade point average and academic time management. Keyes et al. (2025) showed that a relatively simple time allocation reflection exercise can enhance the amount of time students plan to spend on their future assignments. Alam et al. (2025) opined that the emotional toll is severe, with many reporting anxiety, depression, low motivation, and declining academic performance, as some skip classes or fall behind in coursework. Vieriu and Petrea (2025) mentioned that students are encouraged to take an active role in their learning process by developing skills in exploration, analysis, and problem-solving. Critical thinking skills are essential for shaping students’ overall learning experiences.

So many authors tried to investigate the different issues in relation to time management, still, the following gender based issues on the daily spending time of the respondents, the relationship between academic achievements with others associate factors, the examination preparation differences of the respondents, and the developments of the respondents yet reveled in the context of Bangladesh.

## 5. Theoretical Framework

### 5.1. Functionalism
Functionalism is a theoretical perspective that focuses on the functions performed in society by social structures such as institutions, hierarchies, and norms. Within this theory, function refers to the extent to which a given activity promotes or interferes with the maintenance of a system (Gomez-Diago, 2020). Functionalism takes a structural (or systems) approach to the study of human societies. This means that they see society as an organized system of interrelated parts or ‘structures’ such as institutions (e.g. Education, the nuclear family), this system of institutions (or structures) work together to form the society as a whole (Milton, 2007). In functionalism, mutual interdependence plays a key role. For students’ learning and achievement of good results, there exists mutual interdependence among family, educational institutions, accommodation, studies, and related factors.

### 5.2. Activity Theory
Activity theory is a conceptual framework based on the idea that activity is primary, that doing precedes thinking, and that goals, images, cognitive models, intentions, and abstract notions (Morf and Weber, 2000). Activity theory is a framework for studying various forms of human behavior and social practices. It considers the activity interaction between individuals, organizations, social groups, etc. with their context (culture, norms, rules, values, technologies, artifacts, and power structures) as the basic unit of social systems (Adamides, 2023). Students prepare for studies, classes, and examinations at various times in the hope of achieving good results. For this, they require proper time management, including sleep and rest.

### 5.3. Theory of Academic Performance
Performance is the ability of a student to complete a task. The task completion results could be positive or negative (Balogun et al., 2020). According to the theory of academic performance, it can be used to improve performance. To perform is to produce valued result, and a performer as an individual or a group that engages in collaborative effort (Elger, 2007). There are differences in academic performance between male and female students. They achieve results commensurate with their respective efforts in studying.

### 5.4. Role Theory
According to the social role theory, the differences between the behaviors of women and men can be explained by gender stereotypes and social roles (Çimen and Serin, 2021). Concepts of role theory can be traced back to before 1900, although the use of the term ‘role’ only became common in the 1930s. The basic idea is that individuals have various roles in life and that these roles come with prescriptions on how individuals should behave (Van der Horst, 2016). Role theories examine how individual behavior is shaped by prevailing social roles and provide insights into how behavior is perceived by others in light of such roles (Anglin et al., 2022). Role theory operates under the key assumption that individuals have various roles that they play in daily life (Biddle, 1986). According to gender role theory, men and women are beholden to certain behavioral prescriptions based upon their gender (Smith et al., 2013). The primary task of students is to study regularly. To this end, they manage their time and engage in all related activities. In this regard, differences can be observed between male and female students.

## 6. Research Methodology
Data were collected from the Department of Sociology, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh. Respondents were admitted to the department in the 2020-2021 academic session. They have completed six semesters of three years out of eight semesters of four years. They are studying in the seventh semester. All the students of this semester were selected for collection of data purposively due to realize the scenario based on gender. The total numbers of the respondents were 103 among them 39 were male students and 64 were female students. This study was explorative in nature. Tools and techniques based on the objectives of the study, social survey and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) methods were used for the collection of data. A questionnaire was used as a technique of social survey method in which open-ended and closed-ended questions were included. A check list was used for the FGD method, and data of FGD method was used for the analysis of the tables and figures. In the table and figures percentages are calculated based on gender. One FGD was conducted, including male and female students. Eight members were participated in the FGD. Though this research is not enough to interpret the findings in a whole university in the country but it will help to the students, new researcher, and policy maker to understand the scenario of the gender based activities and academic performance at the tertiary level in Bangladesh.

## 7. Results and Discussion

### 7.1. Spending Daily Time


Table 1: Analysis of the daily spending time of the respondents.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td rowspan="5">Class</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td rowspan="5">Social Media</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>25.64</td>
      <td>32.80</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>30.77</td>
      <td>14.06</td>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>38.46</td>
      <td>46.88</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>3</td>
      <td>46.15</td>
      <td>53.13</td>
      <td>3</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>10.94</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>3+</td>
      <td>23.08</td>
      <td>32.81</td>
      <td>3+</td>
      <td>20.52</td>
      <td>9.38</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td rowspan="5">Study</td>
      <td>&gt; 2</td>
      <td>30.77</td>
      <td>18.75</td>
      <td rowspan="5">Gossip</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>53.85</td>
      <td>73.43</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2-4</td>
      <td>35.90</td>
      <td>40.62</td>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>33.33</td>
      <td>21.88</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>4-6</td>
      <td>17.95</td>
      <td>28.13</td>
      <td>3</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>6+</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>12.50</td>
      <td>3+</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td rowspan="5">Mobile Phone</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>10.26</td>
      <td>20.31</td>
      <td rowspan="5">Sleep</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>12.82</td>
      <td>23.44</td>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>23.08</td>
      <td>7.81</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>3</td>
      <td>20.51</td>
      <td>25.00</td>
      <td>3</td>
      <td>69.23</td>
      <td>78.13</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>3+</td>
      <td>56.41</td>
      <td>31.25</td>
      <td>3+</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>12.50</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Most of the respondents spent their daily time on various multifaceted activities, especially attending classes, studying regularly, using mobile phones to find study materials, using social media to stay connected and updated, gossiping for refreshment, and sleeping. These activities helped them prepare for classes and ultimately achieve good academic results.

### 7.2. Study Time


Table 2: Analysis of the study time of the respondents.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
      <th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td rowspan="5">Early Morning</td>
      <td>0</td>
      <td>71.80</td>
      <td>43.75</td>
      <td rowspan="5">After Noon</td>
      <td>0</td>
      <td>64.10</td>
      <td>62.50</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>39.06</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>20.52</td>
      <td>20.31</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>1-2</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>9.38</td>
      <td>1-2</td>
      <td>12.82</td>
      <td>14.06</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2+</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>7.81</td>
      <td>2+</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td rowspan="5">Morning</td>
      <td>0</td>
      <td>35.90</td>
      <td>46.88</td>
      <td rowspan="5">Evening</td>
      <td>0</td>
      <td>66.67</td>
      <td>53.13</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>12.82</td>
      <td>21.88</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>20.51</td>
      <td>23.44</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>1-2</td>
      <td>43.59</td>
      <td>25.00</td>
      <td>1-2</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>17.18</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2+</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>6.24</td>
      <td>2+</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td rowspan="5">Noon</td>
      <td>0</td>
      <td>84.62</td>
      <td>79.69</td>
      <td rowspan="5">Night</td>
      <td>0</td>
      <td>12.82</td>
      <td>20.31</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
      <td>&gt;1</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>17.19</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>1-2</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>12.50</td>
      <td>1-2</td>
      <td>35.90</td>
      <td>28.12</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2+</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>2+</td>
      <td>35.90</td>
      <td>34.38</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Regular study boosts knowledge enrichment and helps to achieve the best results. Respondents studied at different times, such as early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, evening, and night. Data shows that female students were much more studious than male students. Female students tried to study whenever they got the opportunity, which was reflected in their academic results.

Those who preferred to study in the early morning cited a fresh mind, cool environment, better memorization, studying one month before examinations, and feeling better overall. Those who preferred morning mentioned a calm mind, better retention, studying before class, and a quiet environment. Those who preferred noon said they did not rest at noon, studied for career preparation after resting, and found the library best at this time due to less pressure. Those who preferred the afternoon noted a refreshed mind after sleeping, focused on revision, read newspapers, and could not study at night. Those who preferred evening felt better during this time, prepared notes, memorized easily, studied important topics, and remained attentive. Those who preferred night mentioned deep concentration at night, a silent environment, no noise, regular study habits, being accustomed to night study, more opportunities to study at night, and a fresh mind after the day.

### 7.3. Pressure of Studying


Table 3: Analysis of opinions of the respondents on the pressure of study.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th rowspan="2"><strong>Opinions</strong></th>
      <th colspan="2"><strong>Male Students</strong></th>
      <th colspan="2"><strong>Female Students</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>F</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>F</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td>Yes</td>
      <td>15</td>
      <td>38.46</td>
      <td>37</td>
      <td>57.81</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>No</td>
      <td>24</td>
      <td>61.54</td>
      <td>27</td>
      <td>42.19</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>39</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>64</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Data shows that female students felt more study pressure than male students due to dissatisfaction with academic results, lack of interest in studying more, mental strain from excessive study, difficulty understanding sociological issues, lack of enjoyment in studies, poor memorization, doubts about the utility of the subject, limited institutional resources, inattention in class, psychological pressure from financial crises, simultaneous pressure from academic study and job preparation, and the vast curriculum content hindering understanding.

On the other hand, most of the respondents did not feel any study pressure because it contributed to a better future, fulfilled their dreams, enriched personal development, and supported overall career and future growth.

### 7.4. Opinions on Study


Table 4: Analysis of opinions of the respondents on the study.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th rowspan="2"><strong>Opinions</strong></th>
      <th colspan="2"><strong>Male Students</strong></th>
      <th colspan="2"><strong>Female Students</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>F</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>F</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td>Very pleasant</td>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Pleasant</td>
      <td>24</td>
      <td>61.54</td>
      <td>38</td>
      <td>59.37</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Painful</td>
      <td>13</td>
      <td>33.33</td>
      <td>24</td>
      <td>37.50</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Total</td>
      <td>39</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
      <td>64</td>
      <td>100.00</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Data shows that most of the respondents, both male and female, found their studies pleasant. Only a few respondents felt it was very pleasant, while some experienced pressure and dissatisfaction with the results. Both male and female students sometimes found studying painful due to dissatisfaction and difficulty understanding sociological issues.

### 7.5. Academic Achievements and Fathers Occupations


Table 5: Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and fathers’ occupation of the respondents.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th rowspan="3"><strong>Occupations</strong></th>
      <th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Male Students (GPA)</strong></th>
      <th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Female Students (GPA)</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td>Service</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
      <td>12.50</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Business</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>7.82</td>
      <td>14.06</td>
      <td>4.69</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Lawyer</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Farmer</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>33.33</td>
      <td>12.82</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
      <td>10.06</td>
      <td>4.69</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Retired</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Migrant</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Van puller</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Blacksmith</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Day Laborer</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>None</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>7.69</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.5</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.5</td>
      <td>6.69</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Encouragement and family support are crucial for students to achieve the best results. Financially solvent families tend to encourage their daughters to pursue higher education, considering security issues and other necessities for the female students. This study clearly shows that most of the fathers of female students were service holders or businesspeople. It is also noteworthy that, in the current context of Bangladesh, farmers are increasingly encouraging their daughters to receive higher education, and the female students are achieving good academic results. In this academic session, female students performed much better than male students, with 11 female students securing a GPA of 3.50 or above.

### 7.6. Residence and Academic Achievements
Respondents usually lived in their own homes, university halls, messes, or rented houses, depending on their status and preferences. University halls, located on campus, provide the most suitable environment for study and help students achieve the best results. Residence therefore plays an important role in academic performance. Female students preferred halls for study opportunities and security reasons, and generally avoided messes. The table shows that most of the female respondents lived in halls and obtained good results. Male respondents who achieved the best results also tended to live in halls ([Table 6](#tbl-6)).



Table 6: Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and residence of the respondents.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th rowspan="3"><strong>Residence</strong></th>
      <th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Male Students (GPA)</strong></th>
      <th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Female Students (GPA)</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td>Own Home</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Hall</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>41.03</td>
      <td>28.21</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
      <td>23.44</td>
      <td>42.19</td>
      <td>10.94</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Mess</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Rent House</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>House of Grand Mother</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Respondents usually lived in their own homes, university halls, messes, or rented houses, depending on their status and preferences. University halls, located on campus, provide the most suitable environment for study and help students achieve the best results. Residence therefore plays an important role in academic performance. Female students preferred halls for study opportunities and security reasons, and generally avoided messes. The table shows that most of the female respondents lived in halls and obtained good results. Male respondents who achieved the best results also tended to live in halls.

### 7.7. Monthly Expenditure and Academic Achievements


Table 7: Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and expenditure of the respondents.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th rowspan="3"><strong>Expenditure (BDT)</strong></th>
      <th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Male Students (GPA)</strong></th>
      <th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Female Students (GPA)</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
      <th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td>&gt;2000</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>2000-4000</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>28.21</td>
      <td>10.26</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
      <td>23.44</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>4000-6000</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>20.21</td>
      <td>23.08</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>17.19</td>
      <td>23.44</td>
      <td>10.94</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>6000-8000</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>8000+</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>5.13</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
      <td>–</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

Most of the respondents lived in halls, which helped them to save money and maintain their living expenses between 4,000 and 8,000 taka per month. There was a little difference between male and female students in this regard. The average monthly expenditure of the male students is about 4436 taka, and the average monthly expenditure of the female students is about 4656 taka.

### 7.8. Sources of Expenditure
Data shows that most of the male respondents covered their monthly expenses with money received from their fathers. Some were involved in private tuition to meet study-related challenges. On the other hand, most of the female respondents received money from both father and mother, with fewer engaged in private tuition due to its scarcity in Rajshahi.



Table 8: Analysis of the sources of expenditure of the respondents.

<table>
  <thead>
    <tr>
      <th rowspan="2"><strong>Sources</strong></th>
      <th colspan="2"><strong>Male Students</strong></th>
      <th colspan="2"><strong>Female Students</strong></th>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <th><strong>F</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
      <th><strong>F</strong></th>
      <th><strong>%</strong></th>
    </tr>
  </thead>
  <tbody>
    <tr>
      <td>Self</td>
      <td>6</td>
      <td>15.38</td>
      <td>4</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Father</td>
      <td>29</td>
      <td>74.36</td>
      <td>19</td>
      <td>29.69</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Mother</td>
      <td>29</td>
      <td>74.36</td>
      <td>4</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Brother</td>
      <td>4</td>
      <td>10.26</td>
      <td>4</td>
      <td>6.25</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Sister</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>-</td>
      <td>1</td>
      <td>1.56</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Scholarship</td>
      <td>1</td>
      <td>2.56</td>
      <td>2</td>
      <td>3.13</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Tuition</td>
      <td>4</td>
      <td>10.26</td>
      <td>7</td>
      <td>10.94</td>
    </tr>
    <tr>
      <td>Husband</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>–</td>
      <td>3</td>
      <td>4.69</td>
    </tr>
  </tbody>
</table>

### 7.9. Preparation of Examination of the Respondents
Examinations are held twice (midterm and final) per semester, with two semesters per year. In the last semester of the respective year, a seminar presentation is required, and groups are formed after the second semester begins. Respondents showed varied approaches to exam preparation: studying in advance, using course-based notes and internet materials, following class lectures, seeking teacher guidance, and studying whenever interested. Serious students studied regularly and attentively, used the seminar library, followed the syllabus, and worked intensively. Very few were inattentive or irregular due to psychological pressure or frustration with results. A small number of the respondents provided no comments on their preparation.

### 7.10. Opinions for the Development of the Students
Respondents offered suggestions for the students’ development. Male students emphasized careful time management, completing study activities on time, maintaining continuity in studies, ensuring physical and psychological fitness, acquiring practical skills, providing quality education, developing a strong curriculum, mentoring freshers’, offering financial support to poor students, teaching ICT skills, focusing on career development, identifying students’ problems, reducing academic pressure, and encouraging practical activities.

Female students suggested hard work, regular and attentive study, reduced mobile phone use, effective time management, creating a friendly study environment, caring for psychological and physical health, arranging service-based learning and training, conducting educational research, organizing seminars and workshops for career development, building moral and ethical qualities, goal-oriented planning, including practical alongside theoretical knowledge, ensuring a safe education environment, reducing social media distraction, promoting effective learning over pressure, contributing to national welfare, developing mentality and additional skills, reducing corruption and disparity, and participating in extracurricular activities. These opinions from respondents can significantly help students to improve their studies and future careers.

## 8. Conclusion
Distinct differences are evident in the activities of the respondents when centred on academic performance. In terms of daily time allocation, female students spend more time attending classes, studying, and sleeping compared to the male students. Conversely, male students devote more time to mobile phone usage, social media, and gossiping than their female counterparts. With regard to study hours, female students allocate significantly more time to studying during the early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, and evening periods compared to the male students. Male students, however, tend to spend more time studying at night. Although female students generally achieve better examination results than male students, they perceive academic tasks as more stressful than do their male counterparts. Many female respondents even describe studying as painful. The occupational status of the fathers of the female students is generally higher than that of the male students. This factor contributes to the best academic performance of the female students. The majority of the respondents reside in university halls of residence. Compared to those living in other accommodations, hall residents demonstrate better examination results. In terms of monthly expenditure, the female students incur higher amounts than the male students, which plays a positive role in facilitating their better academic outcomes. A greater diversity of funding sources for these expenditures is observed among the female students compared to the male students. Effective examination preparation plays a crucial role in achieving good academic results. In this regard, the female students make greater efforts to prepare according to a structured and proper plan compared to the male students.

## 9. Policy Recommendation
The measures that can be taken to ensure students’ best academic performance and future success include: studying in a timely and disciplined manner, acquiring practical life-oriented activities and skills, arranging mentoring programs for the newly admitted students, reducing mobile phone usage, focusing on effective time management, and ensuring the provision of quality education for the students.



     Global Journal of Human-Social Science 0975-587X 2249-460X  Global Journals Inc. (USA)  10.34257/GJHSSG257322 257322  Gender-Based Multifaceted Activities and Academic Performance: Lessons Learned from Tertiary Education   Dr. Abu Russel Md. Repon  29 09 2026  Education plays a supportive role in fostering the development of human values. In Bangladesh, women’s participation in higher education has become remarkably prominent. The present study was conducted among the students enrolled in the 2020-2021 academic session in the Department of Sociology at the University of Rajshahi. All students from that academic session were considered respondents, yielding a total sample of 103 participants. The study adopted a mixed-methods approach, employing both social survey and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) techniques. For the survey, a structured questionnaire comprising both open-ended and closed-ended questions was used, while a checklist served as the tool for the FGD. Quantitative data obtained from the survey were presented and analysed in tabular form, supplemented by qualitative insights derived from the FGD. The findings clearly indicate distinct gender-based differences in academic engagement and performance. Time management emerged as a critical factor influencing students’ results. Compared to their male counterparts, female students devote significantly more time to regular classes and self-study. They allocate more study hours across different periods of the day- early morning, noon, afternoon, and evening. Although female students generally achieve better academic results than male students, they tend to experience greater perceived stress related to studying. The fathers of the female students generally hold higher occupational status than those of male students, this factor appears to contribute to the superior academic performance of the female students. Respondents residing in university halls of residence demonstrate better academic outcomes. Most of the participants live in halls, their monthly expenses are relatively low. Female students, compared to male students, receive financial support from a wider variety of sources. Female students are more likely than male students to prepare for examinations through consistent and regular study routines. According to the respondents, implementing appropriate measures to support the overall development of the students would help to ensure improved academic performance. Multifaceted patterns of engagement and academic activities were also observed among the respondents in relation to these outcomes.  Academic Performance Education Gender Tertiary education Time management   1. Introduction Education is a fundamental human value that plays a supportive role in leading a disciplined life and contributing to societal development. As a result, the education of both men and women is necessary. Education is a series of progressive activities that facilitate learning or the acquisition of skills, knowledge and values (Alatise et al., 2024). Education is the most important tool in present day living to prosper and live in peace. Education enlightens the mind and soul and helps grow and develop them (Firdous and Ali, 2017). Similarly, Pedrajas and Jalandoni (2023) mentioned that education encompasses more than just knowledge acquisition. It plays a significant part in the process of socialization and the dissemination of standards and ideals like gender equality. Eseine-Aloja and Ebahi (2021) said that education is a tool and process of transformation. According to Adekitan and Shobayo (2020), the value of education is greatly determined by the quality of the education system to which a student is exposed. The importance of tertiary academic success has been accepted for a successful life. The term *tertiary education* is a relatively recent one. Previously, the more common term was *higher education*, but tertiary education was adopted by the review in order to reflect the growing diversity of institutions and programmes (Santiago et al., 2008). University students’ time use decisions vary across students and their activities. These factors are influential to activity contents and/or activity locations, differently (Li1 et al., 2021). In educational institutions, success is measured by academic performance or how well a student meets standards set by the educational institution (Illahi and Khandai, 2015). In Bangladesh, steps taken to expand women’s education have increased women’s participation in higher education. Despite gender-based differences, their outcomes also vary. Singh (2023) mentioned that higher education has long been recognized as a powerful catalyst for societal change. Higher education is a pathway to economic independence for women. It equips them with the skills needed to enter the workforce, access higher-paying jobs, and contribute significantly to their family’s financial well-being. According to Parajuli and Thapa (2017), gender refers to socially constructed differences between male and female. Obi et al. (2024) mentioned that the word “gender” is a generic term, normally used to indicate the distinction between humans based on the masculinity/feminity dichotomy. Victor et al. (2024) said that gender is a biological as well as socially and culturally constructed concept of masculinity and femininity on individuals’ actions, opportunities, and societal expectations. The concept of gender has impacted every segment of societal interactions including students’ academic performance which encompasses acquisition of information across cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor domains encountered in formal educational environment. Karisa and Mwikamba (2024) mentioned that gender roles in education reflect societal expectations regarding the behaviors, interests, and responsibilities of students based on their gender. These roles influence the learning experiences, educational choices, and academic achievements of pupils. Abedin et al. (2023) also mentioned that gender, being a fundamental aspect of one’s identity, holds the power to influence an individual’s academic trajectory. Gender is mainly used conventionally to describe how society gives certain roles to boys and girls (Gicana and Daradar, 2023). Time management plays an integral role in students’ day-to-day lives. Effective time management is critical for student success in academics and personal growth. Effective time management not only allows individuals to complete their responsibilities and meet deadlines but also helps reduce stress, increase focus, and create a better work-life balance. Time management is the ability to use one’s time efficiently and effectively. According to Arumugam et al. (2021), time is a priceless resource and continues to pass by without coming back therefore, the secret to achieve success in life is effectively managing this resource that everyone possesses equally and paying sufficient emphasis to plan. Time management is an important tool and capabilities that brought to solve any problem to achieve any success or to have the maximum benefits after putting in minimum inputs. Similarly, Ismailova and Zayniddinova (2023) said that time management for students is of utmost importance to balance their studies with other daily essential tasks. Good time management reflects on your health and also adds to your energy to achieve more. Yazhini et al. (2021) also said that time management is the art of arranging, organizing, and scheduling one’s time for generating more effective and productive work. Students’ academic performance is a measure of how the student has performed for a period in the academic parlance (Aisida, 2021). However, this variation is not only due to the cooperation of the family but also the support of different communities and social systems, which, along with achieving life goals, has a clear impact on their outcomes through various activities.  2. Objectives of the Study The main objective of this study was to examine the gender-based multifaceted activities in relation to academic performance at the tertiary level in Bangladesh. Besides this, the following objectives were considered in this study: a) to identify the daily spending time of the respondents; b) to investigate the relationship between academic achievements and other associated factors; c) to find out the differences for examination preparation of the respondents, and d) to know the opinions of the respondents for the developments.  3. Ideas on Time management The term “time management” became familiar in the 1950s and 1960s as referring to a tool to help managers make better use of available time (Razali et al., 2018). The concept of time management comes from Frederick Winslow Taylor for early analysis of motion and time studies of workers with purpose to reduce unproductive work tasks and time wasting (Arumugam et al. 2021). Liao et al. (2013) proposed the following six types of social time found on a modern university campus that are experienced by individuals. These are scheduled time, timeless time, endless time, compressed time, wasted time, time as goal. Nasrullah and Khan (2015) said that time management plays a vital role in improving students’ academic performance and achievements. Each student should have time management ability which includes setting goals and priorities, using time management mechanism and being organized in using time. They also noted an association between time management abilities and educational outcomes. Yazhini et al. (2021) said that time management can be defined as the skill of organizing and prioritizing how to divide the person’s time between specific activities.  4. Review of the Related Literature Ubabudu (2024) mentioned that education is the whole gamut of imparting lifelong learning skills, reflective learning, shared knowledge, morals, values, and beliefs through effective pedagogical teaching and learning delivery as well as holistic evaluation in self-awareness, relationships, problem-solving skills, emotional, cultural intelligence, creativity, to support individual learners of diverse origins develop their latent potentials, academic, physical, emotional, social, and moral capacities. Several studies on time management, gender issues and academic achievement have been reviewed in the study to find the research gap.  4.1. Time Management Time management as behaviours that aim at achieving an effective use of time while performing certain goal-directed activities. Broadly speaking, time management refers to activities that imply an effective use of time that is deemed to facilitate productivity and alleviate stress. A common feature among the conceptualizations of time management is planning behavior (Claessens et al, 2007). Jackson (2009) said that the implementation of realistic time management plans can improve productivity and the quality of life. Cyril (2015) revealed that female students are better than male students in time management. Alyami et al. (2021) mentioned that the students with positive attitude and who claimed to manage time and meet their deadlines were also had high academic grades. Whereas, short-term and long-term time management were not associated with a high GPA. Li1 et al. (2021) opined that the cross-sectoral perspective emphasizes that a better university life should not only be just a focus of educators, but also need the involvement of stakeholders in other sectors, which are associated with non-studying activities that are directly/indirectly influential to studying time. This study has presented a relatively holistic research framework that can capture university students’ time-use behaviors and influential factors. Efron (2023) revealed that efficient time and space management allows you to be more productive and to enjoy academic life to the fullest. Arugaslan (2024) found a negative relationship between academic dishonesty behavior and time management skills. Therefore, the findings indicate that students with effective time management skills are less likely to engage in academic dishonesty. Ahmad et al. (2024) explored the relationship between a sense of purpose and academic performance among undergraduate students, with time management as a crucial moderator in this investigation. Terzi et al (2024) revealed that the interplay between free time management, leisure satisfaction, and quality of life is influenced by gender, age, and participation in physical activity.  4.2. Gender Issues The term gender was offered by the American psychoanalyst Robert Stoller in the second half of the 20th century to describe the social aspects of gender as opposed to the concept of biological sex, which reflects the actual biological differences between women and men (Shadurski and Lukina, 2016). Females to score significantly higher than males on achievement goal and study time (Pirmohamed et al., 2017; Egata et al., 2017). Quadlina (2018) mentioned that by most measures, girls and women have better academic performance than do boys and men. She also added that women made great strides over the course of the twentieth century, demonstrating strong achievement across levels of education and entering the workforce in record numbers. Gabdrakhmanova et al. (2019) said that women and girls face difficulties on the way to obtaining and completing education. Catherinei (2020) opined that the male students perform better than their female counterparts. Ullah and Yousaf (2020) revealed that there is a positive relationship among the self-efficacy of the students, along with their academic performance. A high level of self-efficacy has been observed in male students as compared to female students. Kisigot et al. (2021) reported that there was a relationship between students’ gender and academic achievement. Wolters and Brady (2021) found that students’ planning and their time management are closely connected. Planning decisions that are focused on cognitive, motivational, or emotional concerns are likely to have implications for students’ use of time. Abuh (2021) revealed that the significant influence of gender on the mean achievement of students in Science and Technology education. Male student’ perform better than female fork in Science and Technology education. Tsekpo et al. (2023) said that males outperformed females in the subjective test in both the pre-test and post-test; females outperformed males in the objective test in both the pre-test and post-test; and that in the practical test, females outperformed males in the pre-test by a small margin but by a larger margin in the post-test. Bhatti et al. (2023) opined that there were notable gender discrepancies among undergraduates, and female students performed much better academically than male students, as indicated by the cumulative grade point average they earned at the university. Deng (2024) mentioned that family, school and society play an important role in shaping an individual’s gender socialization, and that families can break down gender bias by changing their own traditional behaviors, breaking down gender stereotypes, not interfering with their children’s interests, and encouraging and allowing their children to make free choices about their education. Godara (2024) opined that empowering girls through education not only enhances their individual potential but also contributes to economic growth, social stability, and improved health outcomes. Mapanje (2024) revealed that the influence of parental gender roles on children’s academic performance is a multifaceted issue that encompasses various socio-cultural and psychological dynamics. Ubabudu (2024) demonstrated that female students perform noticeably better academically than their male counterparts. Alatise et al. (2024) opined that female students were discovered to have outperformed their male counterparts in virtually all academic programmes, including those generally classified as male-concentrated ones. Nasir et al. (2025) mentioned that a combination of social, psychological and socioeconomic factors inﬂuences gender inconsistencies in academic performance, acknowledging these factors is essential for creating educational strategies and addressing gender-speciﬁc learning styles, taking into consideration external stressors in improving effective teaching strategies, ensuring equity in academic aptitude, and providing full potentiality for both genders. Moraga-Pumarino et al. (2025) mentioned that the gender differences in academic self-efficacy among business students, emphasizing the importance of tailored interventions. Their findings indicate that women, in particular, could benefit from initiatives that strengthen personal efficacy beliefs and address cultural barriers. Osijirin et al. (2025) recommended encouraging female students to engage confidently in computer studies and called for equitable learning opportunities regardless of gender.  4.3. Academic Achievements Illahi and Khandai (2015) opined that good study habits include being organized, keeping good notes and reading textbook, listening in class, and working every day. Bad study habits include skipping class, not doing work, watching too much TV or playing video games instead of studying, and losing work. Without good study habits, a student cannot succeed. Adekitan and Shobayo (2020) revealed that there is a tendency for the performance of female students to progressively improve from the first to the final year, whereas for male students, a tendency for performance decline is noted. This may be due to peer pressure and the social lifestyle of male students which provide major avenues of distraction from the academic demands of a modern-day university. Arumugam et al. (2021) mentioned that their study influences the relationship between the time management that impact academic achievement of the teenagers. Almoslamani (2022) found that learning strategies are a significant predictor of students’ academic achievement. Students have to pay more attention to the use of these learning strategies if they are to enhance their academic performance. Rudhumbu (2022) opined that interaction levels have a significant influence on the academic performance of all university students. Abedin et al. (2023) opined that academic performance is a critical aspect of students’ educational journey, reflecting their learning outcomes and overall success. Portillo (2023) mentioned that it is important to understand that students learn in different ways and that holding everyone accountable will predict the result in the classroom environment. For that reason, understanding students’ culture and what culture entails is key to helping students and families. Skrbinjek (2023) opined that good time management is a crucial aspect of academic success. People who effectively manage their time experience reduced tension and stress, and have fewer difficulties balancing work and family as well as issues related to well-being. Kassaw and Demareva (2023) identified many factors that affect academic achievement, including controllable factors such as facility-related variables, emotional factors, and lifestyle factors. They also added that academic success is a measure of students’ ability to attain their educational objectives, often assessed through regular evaluations or examinations. Ubabudu (2024) opined that poor quality education is widely acknowledged to have some adverse effects on student’s academic performance, poor lifestyle choices, professional growth and development, and general well-being, which will conversely affect the growth and development of the country. Munir et al. (2024) viewed that discipline in education is a critical aspect that plays a pivotal role in shaping academic achievement at the university level. Aden (2025) said that students’ academic success plays a vital role in the economic prosperity and social development of any society and reflects the quality of the education system that produces high-skilled, knowledgeable and experienced graduates who will become effective leaders and hardworking manpower. Jaafar et al. (2025) opined that academic excellence is influenced by a multitude of factors, including self-concept, students’ attitudes, and their intrinsic motivation. As such, prioritizing core subjects while fostering a holistic learning environment is crucial to ensuring an integrated and effective educational process, ultimately leading to improved academic performance. Luka1et al. (2025) showed that self-efficacy has a significant impact on students’ academic achievement. Specifically, students with high self-efficacy tend to perform better academically compared to those with low self-efficacy. Masnan et al. (2025) provided valuable insights into the effects of self-esteem, sleep quality, class attendance, time management, and sense of purpose on academic performance among undergraduate students in Malaysia. Positive and statistically significant relationship with academic performance. Fu et al. (2025) mentioned that self-control and mobile phone dependence act as significant mediators in the relationship between time management and study engagement. Galaviz et al. (2025) mentioned that a low level of correlation between grade point average and academic time management. Keyes et al. (2025) showed that a relatively simple time allocation reflection exercise can enhance the amount of time students plan to spend on their future assignments. Alam et al. (2025) opined that the emotional toll is severe, with many reporting anxiety, depression, low motivation, and declining academic performance, as some skip classes or fall behind in coursework. Vieriu and Petrea (2025) mentioned that students are encouraged to take an active role in their learning process by developing skills in exploration, analysis, and problem-solving. Critical thinking skills are essential for shaping students’ overall learning experiences. So many authors tried to investigate the different issues in relation to time management, still, the following gender based issues on the daily spending time of the respondents, the relationship between academic achievements with others associate factors, the examination preparation differences of the respondents, and the developments of the respondents yet reveled in the context of Bangladesh.  5. Theoretical Framework  5.1. Functionalism Functionalism is a theoretical perspective that focuses on the functions performed in society by social structures such as institutions, hierarchies, and norms. Within this theory, function refers to the extent to which a given activity promotes or interferes with the maintenance of a system (Gomez-Diago, 2020). Functionalism takes a structural (or systems) approach to the study of human societies. This means that they see society as an organized system of interrelated parts or ‘structures’ such as institutions (e.g. Education, the nuclear family), this system of institutions (or structures) work together to form the society as a whole (Milton, 2007). In functionalism, mutual interdependence plays a key role. For students’ learning and achievement of good results, there exists mutual interdependence among family, educational institutions, accommodation, studies, and related factors.  5.2. Activity Theory Activity theory is a conceptual framework based on the idea that activity is primary, that doing precedes thinking, and that goals, images, cognitive models, intentions, and abstract notions (Morf and Weber, 2000). Activity theory is a framework for studying various forms of human behavior and social practices. It considers the activity interaction between individuals, organizations, social groups, etc. with their context (culture, norms, rules, values, technologies, artifacts, and power structures) as the basic unit of social systems (Adamides, 2023). Students prepare for studies, classes, and examinations at various times in the hope of achieving good results. For this, they require proper time management, including sleep and rest.  5.3. Theory of Academic Performance Performance is the ability of a student to complete a task. The task completion results could be positive or negative (Balogun et al., 2020). According to the theory of academic performance, it can be used to improve performance. To perform is to produce valued result, and a performer as an individual or a group that engages in collaborative effort (Elger, 2007). There are differences in academic performance between male and female students. They achieve results commensurate with their respective efforts in studying.  5.4. Role Theory According to the social role theory, the differences between the behaviors of women and men can be explained by gender stereotypes and social roles (Çimen and Serin, 2021). Concepts of role theory can be traced back to before 1900, although the use of the term ‘role’ only became common in the 1930s. The basic idea is that individuals have various roles in life and that these roles come with prescriptions on how individuals should behave (Van der Horst, 2016). Role theories examine how individual behavior is shaped by prevailing social roles and provide insights into how behavior is perceived by others in light of such roles (Anglin et al., 2022). Role theory operates under the key assumption that individuals have various roles that they play in daily life (Biddle, 1986). According to gender role theory, men and women are beholden to certain behavioral prescriptions based upon their gender (Smith et al., 2013). The primary task of students is to study regularly. To this end, they manage their time and engage in all related activities. In this regard, differences can be observed between male and female students.  6. Research Methodology Data were collected from the Department of Sociology, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh. Respondents were admitted to the department in the 2020-2021 academic session. They have completed six semesters of three years out of eight semesters of four years. They are studying in the seventh semester. All the students of this semester were selected for collection of data purposively due to realize the scenario based on gender. The total numbers of the respondents were 103 among them 39 were male students and 64 were female students. This study was explorative in nature. Tools and techniques based on the objectives of the study, social survey and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) methods were used for the collection of data. A questionnaire was used as a technique of social survey method in which open-ended and closed-ended questions were included. A check list was used for the FGD method, and data of FGD method was used for the analysis of the tables and figures. In the table and figures percentages are calculated based on gender. One FGD was conducted, including male and female students. Eight members were participated in the FGD. Though this research is not enough to interpret the findings in a whole university in the country but it will help to the students, new researcher, and policy maker to understand the scenario of the gender based activities and academic performance at the tertiary level in Bangladesh.  7. Results and Discussion  7.1. Spending Daily Time Table 1: Analysis of the daily spending time of the respondents. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
<th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
<th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td rowspan="5">Class</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td rowspan="5">Social Media</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>25.64</td>
<td>32.80</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2</td>
<td>30.77</td>
<td>14.06</td>
<td>2</td>
<td>38.46</td>
<td>46.88</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>3</td>
<td>46.15</td>
<td>53.13</td>
<td>3</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>10.94</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>3+</td>
<td>23.08</td>
<td>32.81</td>
<td>3+</td>
<td>20.52</td>
<td>9.38</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td rowspan="5">Study</td>
<td>&gt; 2</td>
<td>30.77</td>
<td>18.75</td>
<td rowspan="5">Gossip</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>53.85</td>
<td>73.43</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2-4</td>
<td>35.90</td>
<td>40.62</td>
<td>2</td>
<td>33.33</td>
<td>21.88</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>4-6</td>
<td>17.95</td>
<td>28.13</td>
<td>3</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>3.13</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>6+</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>12.50</td>
<td>3+</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>1.56</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td rowspan="5">Mobile Phone</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>10.26</td>
<td>20.31</td>
<td rowspan="5">Sleep</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2</td>
<td>12.82</td>
<td>23.44</td>
<td>2</td>
<td>23.08</td>
<td>7.81</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>3</td>
<td>20.51</td>
<td>25.00</td>
<td>3</td>
<td>69.23</td>
<td>78.13</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>3+</td>
<td>56.41</td>
<td>31.25</td>
<td>3+</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>12.50</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Most of the respondents spent their daily time on various multifaceted activities, especially attending classes, studying regularly, using mobile phones to find study materials, using social media to stay connected and updated, gossiping for refreshment, and sleeping. These activities helped them prepare for classes and ultimately achieve good academic results.  7.2. Study Time Table 2: Analysis of the study time of the respondents. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
<th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Sources</strong></th>
<th><strong>Time (hour)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Male Students (%)</strong></th>
<th><strong>Female Students (%)</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td rowspan="5">Early Morning</td>
<td>0</td>
<td>71.80</td>
<td>43.75</td>
<td rowspan="5">After Noon</td>
<td>0</td>
<td>64.10</td>
<td>62.50</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>39.06</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>20.52</td>
<td>20.31</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>1-2</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>9.38</td>
<td>1-2</td>
<td>12.82</td>
<td>14.06</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2+</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>7.81</td>
<td>2+</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>3.13</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td rowspan="5">Morning</td>
<td>0</td>
<td>35.90</td>
<td>46.88</td>
<td rowspan="5">Evening</td>
<td>0</td>
<td>66.67</td>
<td>53.13</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>12.82</td>
<td>21.88</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>20.51</td>
<td>23.44</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>1-2</td>
<td>43.59</td>
<td>25.00</td>
<td>1-2</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>17.18</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2+</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>6.24</td>
<td>2+</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>6.25</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td rowspan="5">Noon</td>
<td>0</td>
<td>84.62</td>
<td>79.69</td>
<td rowspan="5">Night</td>
<td>0</td>
<td>12.82</td>
<td>20.31</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>6.25</td>
<td>&gt;1</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>17.19</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>1-2</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>12.50</td>
<td>1-2</td>
<td>35.90</td>
<td>28.12</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2+</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>2+</td>
<td>35.90</td>
<td>34.38</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>Total</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Regular study boosts knowledge enrichment and helps to achieve the best results. Respondents studied at different times, such as early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, evening, and night. Data shows that female students were much more studious than male students. Female students tried to study whenever they got the opportunity, which was reflected in their academic results. Those who preferred to study in the early morning cited a fresh mind, cool environment, better memorization, studying one month before examinations, and feeling better overall. Those who preferred morning mentioned a calm mind, better retention, studying before class, and a quiet environment. Those who preferred noon said they did not rest at noon, studied for career preparation after resting, and found the library best at this time due to less pressure. Those who preferred the afternoon noted a refreshed mind after sleeping, focused on revision, read newspapers, and could not study at night. Those who preferred evening felt better during this time, prepared notes, memorized easily, studied important topics, and remained attentive. Those who preferred night mentioned deep concentration at night, a silent environment, no noise, regular study habits, being accustomed to night study, more opportunities to study at night, and a fresh mind after the day.  7.3. Pressure of Studying Table 3: Analysis of opinions of the respondents on the pressure of study. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th rowspan="2"><strong>Opinions</strong></th>
<th colspan="2"><strong>Male Students</strong></th>
<th colspan="2"><strong>Female Students</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>F</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>F</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td>Yes</td>
<td>15</td>
<td>38.46</td>
<td>37</td>
<td>57.81</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>No</td>
<td>24</td>
<td>61.54</td>
<td>27</td>
<td>42.19</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>39</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>64</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Data shows that female students felt more study pressure than male students due to dissatisfaction with academic results, lack of interest in studying more, mental strain from excessive study, difficulty understanding sociological issues, lack of enjoyment in studies, poor memorization, doubts about the utility of the subject, limited institutional resources, inattention in class, psychological pressure from financial crises, simultaneous pressure from academic study and job preparation, and the vast curriculum content hindering understanding. On the other hand, most of the respondents did not feel any study pressure because it contributed to a better future, fulfilled their dreams, enriched personal development, and supported overall career and future growth.  7.4. Opinions on Study Table 4: Analysis of opinions of the respondents on the study. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th rowspan="2"><strong>Opinions</strong></th>
<th colspan="2"><strong>Male Students</strong></th>
<th colspan="2"><strong>Female Students</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>F</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>F</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td>Very pleasant</td>
<td>2</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>2</td>
<td>3.13</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Pleasant</td>
<td>24</td>
<td>61.54</td>
<td>38</td>
<td>59.37</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Painful</td>
<td>13</td>
<td>33.33</td>
<td>24</td>
<td>37.50</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Total</td>
<td>39</td>
<td>100.00</td>
<td>64</td>
<td>100.00</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Data shows that most of the respondents, both male and female, found their studies pleasant. Only a few respondents felt it was very pleasant, while some experienced pressure and dissatisfaction with the results. Both male and female students sometimes found studying painful due to dissatisfaction and difficulty understanding sociological issues.  7.5. Academic Achievements and Fathers Occupations Table 5: Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and fathers’ occupation of the respondents. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th rowspan="3"><strong>Occupations</strong></th>
<th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Male Students (GPA)</strong></th>
<th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Female Students (GPA)</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td>Service</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>6.25</td>
<td>12.50</td>
<td>3.13</td>
<td>1.56</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Business</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>7.82</td>
<td>14.06</td>
<td>4.69</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Lawyer</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Farmer</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>33.33</td>
<td>12.82</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>6.25</td>
<td>10.06</td>
<td>4.69</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Retired</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Migrant</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Van puller</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Blacksmith</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Day Laborer</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>None</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>7.69</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.5</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.5</td>
<td>6.69</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Encouragement and family support are crucial for students to achieve the best results. Financially solvent families tend to encourage their daughters to pursue higher education, considering security issues and other necessities for the female students. This study clearly shows that most of the fathers of female students were service holders or businesspeople. It is also noteworthy that, in the current context of Bangladesh, farmers are increasingly encouraging their daughters to receive higher education, and the female students are achieving good academic results. In this academic session, female students performed much better than male students, with 11 female students securing a GPA of 3.50 or above.  7.6. Residence and Academic Achievements Respondents usually lived in their own homes, university halls, messes, or rented houses, depending on their status and preferences. University halls, located on campus, provide the most suitable environment for study and help students achieve the best results. Residence therefore plays an important role in academic performance. Female students preferred halls for study opportunities and security reasons, and generally avoided messes. The table shows that most of the female respondents lived in halls and obtained good results. Male respondents who achieved the best results also tended to live in halls ([Table 6](#tbl-6)). Table 6: Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and residence of the respondents. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th rowspan="3"><strong>Residence</strong></th>
<th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Male Students (GPA)</strong></th>
<th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Female Students (GPA)</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td>Own Home</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>3.13</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Hall</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>41.03</td>
<td>28.21</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>3.13</td>
<td>3.13</td>
<td>23.44</td>
<td>42.19</td>
<td>10.94</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Mess</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Rent House</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>3.13</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>House of Grand Mother</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Respondents usually lived in their own homes, university halls, messes, or rented houses, depending on their status and preferences. University halls, located on campus, provide the most suitable environment for study and help students achieve the best results. Residence therefore plays an important role in academic performance. Female students preferred halls for study opportunities and security reasons, and generally avoided messes. The table shows that most of the female respondents lived in halls and obtained good results. Male respondents who achieved the best results also tended to live in halls.  7.7. Monthly Expenditure and Academic Achievements Table 7: Analysis of the relations between academic achievements and expenditure of the respondents. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th rowspan="3"><strong>Expenditure (BDT)</strong></th>
<th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Male Students (GPA)</strong></th>
<th colspan="6"><strong>Result of the Female Students (GPA)</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.50-2.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>2.75-2.99</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.00-3.24</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.25-3.49</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.50-3.74</strong></th>
<th><strong>3.75+</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td>&gt;2000</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>2000-4000</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>28.21</td>
<td>10.26</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>3.13</td>
<td>23.44</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>4000-6000</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>20.21</td>
<td>23.08</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>17.19</td>
<td>23.44</td>
<td>10.94</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>6000-8000</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>8000+</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>5.13</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>1.56</td>
<td>–</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table> Most of the respondents lived in halls, which helped them to save money and maintain their living expenses between 4,000 and 8,000 taka per month. There was a little difference between male and female students in this regard. The average monthly expenditure of the male students is about 4436 taka, and the average monthly expenditure of the female students is about 4656 taka.  7.8. Sources of Expenditure Data shows that most of the male respondents covered their monthly expenses with money received from their fathers. Some were involved in private tuition to meet study-related challenges. On the other hand, most of the female respondents received money from both father and mother, with fewer engaged in private tuition due to its scarcity in Rajshahi. Table 8: Analysis of the sources of expenditure of the respondents. <table>
<thead>
<tr>
<th rowspan="2"><strong>Sources</strong></th>
<th colspan="2"><strong>Male Students</strong></th>
<th colspan="2"><strong>Female Students</strong></th>
</tr>
<tr>
<th><strong>F</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
<th><strong>F</strong></th>
<th><strong>%</strong></th>
</tr>
</thead>
<tbody>
<tr>
<td>Self</td>
<td>6</td>
<td>15.38</td>
<td>4</td>
<td>6.25</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Father</td>
<td>29</td>
<td>74.36</td>
<td>19</td>
<td>29.69</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Mother</td>
<td>29</td>
<td>74.36</td>
<td>4</td>
<td>6.25</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Brother</td>
<td>4</td>
<td>10.26</td>
<td>4</td>
<td>6.25</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Sister</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>-</td>
<td>1</td>
<td>1.56</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Scholarship</td>
<td>1</td>
<td>2.56</td>
<td>2</td>
<td>3.13</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Tuition</td>
<td>4</td>
<td>10.26</td>
<td>7</td>
<td>10.94</td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>Husband</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>–</td>
<td>3</td>
<td>4.69</td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table>  7.9. Preparation of Examination of the Respondents Examinations are held twice (midterm and final) per semester, with two semesters per year. In the last semester of the respective year, a seminar presentation is required, and groups are formed after the second semester begins. Respondents showed varied approaches to exam preparation: studying in advance, using course-based notes and internet materials, following class lectures, seeking teacher guidance, and studying whenever interested. Serious students studied regularly and attentively, used the seminar library, followed the syllabus, and worked intensively. Very few were inattentive or irregular due to psychological pressure or frustration with results. A small number of the respondents provided no comments on their preparation.  7.10. Opinions for the Development of the Students Respondents offered suggestions for the students’ development. Male students emphasized careful time management, completing study activities on time, maintaining continuity in studies, ensuring physical and psychological fitness, acquiring practical skills, providing quality education, developing a strong curriculum, mentoring freshers’, offering financial support to poor students, teaching ICT skills, focusing on career development, identifying students’ problems, reducing academic pressure, and encouraging practical activities. Female students suggested hard work, regular and attentive study, reduced mobile phone use, effective time management, creating a friendly study environment, caring for psychological and physical health, arranging service-based learning and training, conducting educational research, organizing seminars and workshops for career development, building moral and ethical qualities, goal-oriented planning, including practical alongside theoretical knowledge, ensuring a safe education environment, reducing social media distraction, promoting effective learning over pressure, contributing to national welfare, developing mentality and additional skills, reducing corruption and disparity, and participating in extracurricular activities. These opinions from respondents can significantly help students to improve their studies and future careers.  8. Conclusion Distinct differences are evident in the activities of the respondents when centred on academic performance. In terms of daily time allocation, female students spend more time attending classes, studying, and sleeping compared to the male students. Conversely, male students devote more time to mobile phone usage, social media, and gossiping than their female counterparts. With regard to study hours, female students allocate significantly more time to studying during the early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, and evening periods compared to the male students. Male students, however, tend to spend more time studying at night. Although female students generally achieve better examination results than male students, they perceive academic tasks as more stressful than do their male counterparts. Many female respondents even describe studying as painful. The occupational status of the fathers of the female students is generally higher than that of the male students. This factor contributes to the best academic performance of the female students. The majority of the respondents reside in university halls of residence. Compared to those living in other accommodations, hall residents demonstrate better examination results. In terms of monthly expenditure, the female students incur higher amounts than the male students, which plays a positive role in facilitating their better academic outcomes. A greater diversity of funding sources for these expenditures is observed among the female students compared to the male students. Effective examination preparation plays a crucial role in achieving good academic results. In this regard, the female students make greater efforts to prepare according to a structured and proper plan compared to the male students.  9. Policy Recommendation The measures that can be taken to ensure students’ best academic performance and future success include: studying in a timely and disciplined manner, acquiring practical life-oriented activities and skills, arranging mentoring programs for the newly admitted students, reducing mobile phone usage, focusing on effective time management, and ensuring the provision of quality education for the students.

